D/ 




Vietnamese Intellectuals 
Against U. S. Aggression 



c:. 



1 



VIETNAMESE INTELLECTUALS 
AGAINST U.S. AGGRESSION 



FOREIGN LANGUAGES PUBLISHING HOUSE 

HANOI -- 1966 



CONTENTS 



Vietnamese intellectuals against U.S. aggression .... 7 

Report delivered by Professor Ta Qiiang Bmi. ■ 17 

Declaration of the Vietnanicso Intellectuals' Conference 

Against U.S. Aggrcs.5io]i for jVational Salvation. .... 82 '\y 

Letter to President IIo Chi Minh. "i^S 

Telegram to Lawyer Nguyen Hun TUo. Chairman of the 
Presidium of the South Vietnam Front for Liberation 

Central Committee. 96 

Letter to Lord Bertrand Russell. • * » *• 98 

Letter to the South Vietnamese intellectuals. 101 

Letter to the Vietnamese intellectuals abroad. 108 

Letter to the intellectuals in the world. 114 S^ 

Letter to the inteUectuals of the United States. ..,..■ 120'^ 



15230G 



VIETNAMESE INTELLECTUALS 
AGAINST U.S. AGGRESSION 



In the Conference Hall which looks over historic 
Badinh square where President Ho Chi Minli I tad 
proclaimed Vietnam's independence twenty years ago, 
ihe Vietnamese intellectuals gathered from January 4 
to 6, 1966, to decide the tasks whicli would devolve 
upon them now that the national struggle against 
/inierican aggression has entered an arduous and decisive 

iitagX'. 

When in July 1955 General Maxwell Taylor was sacked 
from his post as ambassador in Saigon, " special warfare ", 
a tool of U.S. neo-colonialism, was virtually lost. The 
500,000 Saigon mercenaries under American command 
bad proved unable to cope with the " people's war ". 
Johnson and McIVamara then hurriedly devised a new 
stralegy marked by a frenzied intensification of the 
'' escalation" : massive introduction of G.L's into South 
Vietnam, 190,000 in December 1965 as against 34,000 
in May 1965, extension of the war of destruction mainly 
by air attacks against the Democratic Republic of 
Vietnam. 
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In this juacUire, whal contributions can Vietnamese 
men of culturo, science and art bring to the ^^'o^k 
of national defence? The Vietnamese Intellectuals' 
Conference Against U.S. Aggression For National Salva- 
tion tned Lo I'ind out a clear and concrete answer to this 
question. 






lu this memorable meeting more than six hundred 
and fifty delegates took part representing tens of thou- 
sands of intellectuals. Impressive figures if one remembers 
that, before the 1945 August H evolution 95 per cent 
of the population were illiterate, the colonial university 
turned out eacli year a dozen doctors for Indochina's 
thirty niiUion people, and the feudal regime looked 
upon artistes of certain branches, theatre and choreo- 
graphy among others, as pariahs. 

In the amphitheatre one met old people of the Coii- 
fucianist school, middle-aged men trained in the establish- 
ments of the colonial period, youths newly graduated 
from the socialist university, woman engineers of poor 
peasant stock, technicians who had been workers, sons 
and daughters of the North and the South, members 
of mountain, minorities, graduates back from Moscow, 
Pekin, Paris, Tokyo... 

In his opening speech, Engineer Nguyen Xien after 
stating the goals of the Conference declared on behalf 
of the Presidium : " Let us demonstrate our firm deter- 
mm at ion to spare no effort to contribute, together with 
our entire people, to defeating the U.S. aggressors. I^et 
us demonstrale our will to streng'then our solidarity 



SOME PICTURES OF THE CONFERENCE 
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sident Mo Chi Minh speaking lo the delegates 
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Eng-ineer Ng-iiyen Xien o 
ing the Conference 




Prolessor Ta Quang- Buu, Minister of Higher and Secon- 
dary Vocational Education, reading the' general report 



Prime A\inister Pham Van Dong (2nd from left) : a comrade- 
arms ;ind colleagne more than a statesman 
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THEY MEET WITH ONE ANOTHER AGAIN 



Two generations : One graduated from tlie establishments 
of the colonial epoch and the other from the socialist 
university. Among them : Dr. Ton That Tung (1st from 
le]i), Dr' Hoang TIiuv Nguyen (2nd), Engineer Tran Dai 
Nghia (5th), Dr. Pham Ngoc Thaeh (7th) 



Ihe women, side by side with 

men on all fronts. From left to 

iiiht : Lawver Bui Thi Cam, Dr. 

:ran Thi An, Dr Vu Thi Chin. 
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75 years old, always in- the 
service of the country : Le Thuoc, 
a scholar trained in the Confu- 
cian discipline {3rd from left) 




INTELLECTUALS AT THEIR COMBAT POSTS 





*i.^. . 



Professor Staiigliton Lynd, a messeiifrcr from (Genuine America 
"We are determined not to wait until it is too late." 
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Under U.S. bombs and 
bullets, the doctors and 
nurses of ttie Quynhlap 
Icprosery t^lve a good 
account ci lliemselves 
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Artistes performing before an A. A. unit between two 

alerts 






Professor and students of 
the Hanoi Polytechnic Col- 
lege pledge to tal<e part in 
the "Three Ready's" move- 
ment, i.e. to figlit, to join the 
army, and to do whatever 
job and go wherever they 
are required to 
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with the Vietnamese intellectuals in the Soulh and 
those living abroad, the intellecUials all over the world, 
ill the United States, in part ten] or, to help defeat the 
U.S. imperialist aggressors. " 

In ihe general report, Professor Ta Quang Buu, Minis- 
ter of Higher and Secondary Vocational Education, 
analysed the aggressions manoeuvres of U.S. imperialism 
and denounced the utterly savage atrocities of the 
neo-colonialist war. Not only do the extremists of the 
While House conduct an aggressive war against Vietnam, 
both Nor til and South, they are also trying to extend 
it to the whole of Indochina in the hope of escaping 
from their quagmire in South Vietnam. They try to 
undermine the national liberation movement and jeopard- 
ize peace in Asia and the world. 

Ta Quang Buu then laid bare tlie hyj:)ocrisy and 
double dealing of the Washington leaders who atlorn 
their bellicose intentions w'ith such sounding formulas 
as " wnll for peace ", " unconditional negotiations '', 
" respect of commitments ", " return to the 1954 Geneva 
Agreements on Vietnam ". He proved that it was they 
who had sabotaged the peace restored by the Geneva 
Conference, tranipled upon a sovereign state, the Demo- 
cratic Republic of Vietnam, and hypocritically "prom ised>j- 
an end to the air attacks as a form of blackmail. Their 
'* commitment " with the Saigon puppets, that of a 
master w"ith his lackeys, is valueless whereas their offers 
of "unconditional negotiations" aim at compelling 
our people, victorious on the battlefield, to capitulate 
a I the conference table. No nation with self-respect 
can tolerate or accept such an American diktat. The 



Vietnamese iutellectuals unreservedly approve of th 
four points put. forth by the Government of the Demo- 
cratic Republic of Vietnam and the programme of the 
South Vielnam National Front for Liheration slated in 
its March 22, 1965 declaration. They consider them as 
the only basis for a correct seltlcinpuL of tlie Vietnam 
question. TJiey wholeheartedly thank tlie inleliectuals 
and peoples throughout tlie world and in the United 
Sta tes in particular, for their so pport to the Vietnamese 
people's just strugo-le. They call on lliein to uuiltiply 
liicir efforts, together with the Vietnamese people, to 
defeat U.S. imperialism, arch enemy of mankind, happi- 
ness, intelligence, progress and life. 

An important part of the report was de\'oted to the 
Vietnamese intellectuals whose ranks have rapidly 
swollen under the clearsighted leadership of the Marxist- 
Leninist party to become a revolutionary army worthy 
of a heroic people which has made valuable contributions 
to the buildin<r of socialism and the struggle against 
U.S. aggression. At preaeiU, our people standing in the 
first line of the world front against U.S. imj>erialism, 
are scoring success after success. Together with the people 
and tircir army, the Vietnamese intellectuals are deter- 
mined (0 fight, and to win, to devote themselves to 
pioduction and national defence, and to struggle until 
final victory for the liberation of the Soutli, the reuni- 
fication of the country, and the building of a peaceful,, 
unified, independent, democratic, prosperous and .strong 
Vietnam. ^ 

The Conference listened with interest to thirty three 
addresses dealing with most varied themes on a commoi^ 



background, made by the most qualified representatives 
of various cultural branches. * 

Historians, economists, mllitarymen, analysed ^vith 
the greatest olijectivity the enemy's .strong and weak 
points. United States commands an enormous industrial, 
military and financial power which ih(> Vietnamese 
people, especially the intellectuals, are the last to under- 
estimate. But in the final analysis, the giant shows himself 
ridden by many contradictions which undermine his 
strength, hamper his movements, and render him unable 
to defeat a united and determined people, who possess 
twenty years experience of revolutionary wars on top 
of two thousand years of struggle against foreign aggres- 
sion, and are guided by a correct pohtical and military 
line. 

The U.S. ci-imes in South and North Vietnam — use 
of gasj dropping of toxic products, napalm bombs, 
destruction of hospitals and schools — were dealt with 
a precise and detailed w-ay by doctors, chemists and 



Dr. Ho Dae Di, professor, Miss Dang Thi Nlumg, student ; 
Plian A nil, lawyer ; Mrs Tran Thi An, doctor in chpinistry ; 
Dr, Do Xuan Hop ; Qtian^ Dam, journalist ; Hoang Minli Giam, 
professor; Dr. Le Dinh Tham : Tran Huy Lieu, bistorlan ; Nguyen 
V'an Iluyen professor; Vo Thanh Long, engineer; Luong Dinh 
Cna, agronomist; Bui Huy Giap, engineer; Pham Van Bach," 
lawyer ; Dr. Y Ngong; Nguyen Hong, writer; Nguyen Dinh Doan, 
engineer; Doan Trong Truyen, economist; Nguyen Khai, writer ; 
Dr, Nguyen Khac Vieu, publicist; Nghiem Xuan Yem, engineer; 
Dr. Vu Cong Hoe, professor ; Le Thuoc, literary critic ; Nguyen 
Xuan Khoat, composer; Do Xuan Sang, lawyer; VuongThi 
Hien, engineer ; Tran Dai Nghia, engineer, Labour Hero ; General 
Hoang Minh Thao, from the Institute of Military Studies ; Pham 
Hiiy Thong, professor ; Prof. Ton Tiial Tung, Labour Hero ; Ha 
Xuan Tc, engineer ; Tu Mo, poet ; and Pham Khac Hoc. jin"'^*- 
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jurists. Tndignalion and liatied were loudly expressed 
vvlien llie delegates heard about so many crimes. 
Tliliec's name was frequently evoked, Jolin?on*s hypoe- 
risy about liis will for peace and his offers of negotiation 
were [horoughly unmasked. 

A retrospective review of a century of colonial domina- 
tion and twenty years of revolutionary struggle shows 
that there is no culture, no art, nor lilcraturc, nor f^enuitic 
science without independence and freedom. The seeds 
sown during the resistance against the Freiicli colonial- 
ists have begun to bear fruit in the eleven years of 
peaceful construction in North Vietnam : education at all 
levels in the national language, the creation of a whole 
scientific and technical terminology, medical discoveries 
(like the dead BCG or the surgery of hepatic exercsis) 
which have obtained world recognition, systematic pros- 
pecting for the country's natural resources, eradication 
of illiteracy and rapid diffusion of education even in 
remotest villages, literary and art blossoming as never 
before... 

The analyses and experiences presented to the Con- 
ference clearly showed that the men of science and 
culture in Vietnam owe their successes to the people's 
determination to build a national and popular culture. 

All the speakers also confirmed that they had found 
an Invaluable compass in Marxism-Leninism concre- 
tized by the leadership of the Marxist-Leninist party 
at each historical turn of the nation, in the daily prac- 
tice of each profession and in each branch of activity. 

In present-day Vietnam, politics and culture have 
mutual relations qjid impregnate each other, which 
helps to solve the most arduous problems. It is on this 
basis that the Conference was able to answer tJiis crucial 
question : can the Intellectuals undertake today's tasks '^ 



For the c[uestion is not to restrict their efforts to the 
maintenance of what has already been built but to go 
ahead and develop science, technics and culture vigor- 
ously in spile of enemy bombing. 

Many schools, hospitals and research institutes have 
been bombed, and colleges, laboratories, libraries and 
machines have had to be dispersed throughout the 
countr\- to presei'\'e them froui air-raids. Many doctors, 
researchers, professors and teachers have been mobilized. 
Can they at the same time continue to give care to the 
sick and education to the youth, and engage in scicutific 
researcli ? The difficulties seem unsurmounlable. 

Doctors, engineers, professoi'S and researchers reported 
on what they had done since ihe day the U.S. piratical 
planes first dropped their bombs. Neither medical, 
educational nor researcli work had stopped, to the groat 
i'esenlment of the Washiaglon leaders who had wanted 
})y bombing North Vie! nam not ordy lo Uy lo retriev'e 
a desperate military situation hut also to strangle the 
underdeveloped country which had dared to build 
a modem economy and culture free from the influence 
of capita hsm. 



* 
* * 



The delegates standing up gave an enthusiastic welcome 
to President Ha Chi Minh, and Premier Pham Y&n Dong 
wlio accompanied him. Simple and intimate as is his 
custom, the President won the hearts of all present. 
tie said : 

'• In the struggle against U.S. imperialism for national 
salvation which is seething in the North, our army 
and people have recorded remarkable successes. Up to 
today some 850 U.S. planes ha^-e been do\\7ied, In the 
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general eaiulatioH movooient for the jja.triotic struggle 
against U.S. iuipcrialisiii, our" workers have star led the 
campaign*' Three for and tliree against"*, our peasantsi, 
the " Improvement of the management of px'oductioii, 
co-ops, and technique ", our women, the " Thivc respon- 
sibihties "••, our youth, the " Three ready's "*** and 
our old folk, in some places, the teams of " \\'lule- haired 
fighters". From these eauxpaigns haw emerged nfw 
men and women remarkable for their heroism. As f(>r 
the intellectuals, they musl partieipalo in this geuLTul 
movemeTit with a campaign of their own. 

After President Ho Chi Alinh, Premier Pham Van 
Dong s|iokc warmly and convincingly for two hours 
on the work and tasks of the intellectuals. Here he was 
less a statcsD-ian than a comrade-in-avms, a colleague 
well aware of the intellectuals' aspiralions. 

" We siiould not forget", he stressed, " that our sacred 
the struggle to defend the Norlli, lo liberate 



stj'iiggle 



the Sout h and to reunify our country peacefully, is directly 



* Three for and three against : 

—~ For the heightening of rGspoiisibility, improvement 
of economic gestion and perfecting of technique 

— Against graft, bureaucracy and -waste. 

Three responsibilities : 

~ to assume production jobs wliite thdr husbatuh, 
sons .iiid brotliers iire at the front 

~ to take good care of the'r families so that the 
men may feel reassured at their fighting posts 

— to stand ready to serve the front when necesstiry. 

** Three veadija^ 

— to fight 

— to join the army 

— to do vthatever job and to go wherever one is 
requited to. ' . 
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aiiue<i at freeing our iuUion ajid the %vorklng people 
Uoai oppression and exploitation, at freeing seienee, 
lechnics, hterature and art from all fetters, It holds 
before our people the prospect of developing all their 
cajiacities ;uul building a radiant life, through the power 
oF science, technics, literature and art. 

Dear friends, let us live and struggle as vaJiant soldiers 
uispircd by the will to fight and to win. " 

Tile analysis made by General \'o Nguyen Giap of the 
oiili tar y situation — during six hours — was marked by 
its clarity and precision. It revealed the care for documon- 
t ation of the former professor of history, the penetrating 
insight of the strategist of Dienbienphu and the veiled 
ifony of a subtle scholar of Asia. 

The Conforenre was profoundly moved by tlie visit 
paid by three American peace lighters. In the speech 
f>y Professor Staughton Lynd from Yale University, it 
I'ecognized the true voice of the iimerican people and 
[)rogressivc intellectuals, the voice of the America of 
Washington and Lincoln, of Hemingway, Arthur Miller, 
ijinus Pauling, aud Du Bois. About the attitude of Amer- 
ican progressive intellectuals, Staughton Lvnd said : 

" The war in Vietnam has taught many intellectuals 
thai I hey mtist get out of their ivory tower. 

" We have before us the case of German fascism. In 
Germany very fev/ intellectuals openly opposed Hitler. 
One of them, Martin Niemoeiler expressed their failure 
in these words : "' When the trade union fighters were im- 
prisoned I was not a trade unionist, when the comnmuists 
were jailed in concentration camps I was not a communist. 
Mid when the .Jews were brought to gas chambers, 1 
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was not a Jew. Bui, wJiea 1 \va^ j>tit iti prison, i I was tocH 
lale. We, American intellectuals opposing the war ii 
Vietnam, are determined not to wait until it is too late.'* 



* 
* * 



AfltT tiiree days uC wuvk llie \ teliiamese mlelleelualt; 
Conference wound up with tlie adoption of a declaration 
and several messages. 

The delegates will bring to tens of thousands of their 
colleagues in schools and hospitals, workshops and t^tudios, 
collective farms, and factories, the sacred flame of 
the Conference : to serve independence and peace 
In their struggle against U.S. aggression, the Vietnamese 
intellectuals feel proud of and grateful for tlie sup])ort 
and sympathy given by intellectuals all over the world 
Therein lies the significance of their message to thf 
intellectuals of all countries, which also constitutes a 
message of faith in progTess, and friendship among the 
nation and the cause of peace, 

** By publicly approving our national struggle, you 
declare your confidence in man, and make it clear 
that no material and technical force whatsoever can 
stamp out the will for independence and freedom 
of a people. On our part, we are deeply conscious that 
by defending our independence, we are contributing our 
share to the safeguarding of the most precious human 
values for all peoples, " 
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REPORT 

DELIVERED BY 

PROFESSOR TA QUANG BUU 



From our beloved South Vietnam, we hear news of 
victories every day. Our com]>atriots, there closely 
united in the National FroTit for liheratiou, are dealing 
the enemy stunning blows which greatly rejoice their 
brothers and sisters in the North and inspire those peoples 
round the world who are struggling against U.S. aggressive 
imperialism. These victories clearly e\'idence a truth 
of our times, namely, a small people, united and 
determined, caii victoriously resist any aggressive iiri- 
perialism, even the most powerful and ferocious. 

Ill ?s^onh Vietnam, now seething with patriotic mettle, 
our [)eople emulating in production and fighting ha\e 
demonstrated that the U.S. imperialists' war of des [ruc- 
tion by air force cannot check our socialist construction. 
They made brilliant achievements and increased our 
economic and national defence potential. At the same 
time, they downed many up-to-date planes, captnred 
many pilots, thus filling our Southern compatriots 
with enthusiasm, rejoicing and bringing confidence in 
onr final victory to our friends in the socialist camp 
imd the world. 



■1 TV! 
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Ill many dounlnes, even in l,lie United States itsell, 
broad strata of the people are protesting more and more 
strongly against the aggressive war in Vietnam and 
supporting our just cause more and more actively. 

Nevertheless, the U.S. imperialists are intensifying 
their aggression in the South, expanding their war of 
destruction in the North, stepping up their "special 
warfare " in Laos and threatening Cambodia and our 
other neighhouring countries in Southeast Asia. At the 
same time, they make hypocritical "peace" proj)osa]s 
in an attempt to placate the world-wide people's 
movement of struggle and to cover up their frenzied 
preparations for new military adventures. 

In consequence we deem it necessary to make a correct 
appraisal of the situation, to formulate our tasks aud 
strengthen our determination to fight the U.S. aggres- 
sors for the defence of the North and the liberation of 
the South and the peaceful reunification of our Father- 
land with a view^ to a peaceful, unified, independent, 
democratic, prosperous and strong Vietnam. 



PART I 

To try and extricate themselves from their predicament 
in South Vietnam, the U.S. imperialists are frantically 
Intensifying and extending their war of aggression, 
placing our entire country in a state of war, seriously 
jeopardizing peace in Indochina and Asia 



1. U.S. imperialists' aggression against Vietnam, their inten- 
sification and extension of the war 

The U.S. imperialists' dark design of invading our 
country dates from twenty years. After the Second 
World War, the German, Italian and Japanese imperia- 
lists were defeated and collapsed, the British and 
French imperialists, though victorious, w^ere seriously 
weakened. Taking advantage of this, the U.S. imperialists 
schemed to bring the world under their sway, and to 
play the role of the international gendarme. They built 
a network of military bases and a system of military 
alliances aimed at encirchng the socialist countries, 
(lueUing the national liberation movement, and pre- 
paring for a nuclear war, a world war. 

Following the victorious August Revolution in 19'i5, 
the Vietnamese people founded the Democratic Republic 
of Vietnam, an independent and sovereign state w^ith 
its territory forming a single, united bloc from North 
to South. 

A few days later, however, the U.S. imperiaUsts brought 
in 200,000 troops of their lackey Chiang Kai-shek, occupied 
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tiie cuuiilry down to the itilli pfifallel, to use tliem fis 
a tool of tlioir inter vcn lion in our country, Uudor the 
I'esolule and talented Icadersiiip oi the IndoGliinet.e Com- 
muni&t Party and President Ho Chi i^Iinii, wo succeeded 
in driAdng this army out of our country, thereby brusJi- 
ing' aside the danger of an American intervention. 

After tile French coloniaUsts; had widened their aggros- 
fiiun tu ilie wliole of Vietnam and embarked on a dirtv 
war, the U.S. impcriahsts took advantage nf the increasing 
defeats of the French to intervene once again in our 
country as well as in Laorf and Cambodia. They supplied 
the French with dollars and weapons whih? preparing 
to replace them in Indochina. In 1950, they took Ngo 
Diuh Diem to the United States to train him into an 
active agent. To face of the imminent fall of Dien- 
bienphu, the American imperialists sought b>' all means 
to involve Britain and a number of other countries in 
an attempt to prolong and expand the Indochina w\ar. 
They sent General O'Daniel to inspect the DieTd>ienphu 
battlefield and worked out the so-called '' Vulture 
operation " plan for a heavy bombing of North Viet- 
nam. More l>ra7.enly still, they declared Indochina ^¥as 
placed in the '' inviolai.ile -' area of the U.S. strategy 
and dispatched two airc-raft-camers into the North Viet- 
nam Gulf, r^ut the resounding victory of our army 
and j)eople at Dienbienphu foiled their dark designs 
and played a decisive part in the success of the Greneva 
Conference on Indochina no I withstanding sabotage ma- 
noeuvres of the U.S. imperialists. 

The 1954 Geneva iVgreements restored peace in Indo- 
chitm on the basis Jpf the recognition by the participant 

countries of the sovereignly, independence, unity and 
teiTttorial integrity of Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos, 
and non-inLerference in the internal affairs of these 
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countries. With regai'd to Vietnam, the Cieneva Agrees 
ments stipulated that it was temporarily divided into 
two zones to facihtate the cease-fire and should be 
reunified by July 1956 tlirough free general elections 
all over the coantr3^ That was a great victory for our 
people and the peace-loving people of the w'orld, and 
defeat not only for the French colonialists, but also 
for the U.S. interventionists. 

Having failed in their scheme to prolong and extend 
the war, the Americans plotted to protract Vietnam's 
partition and occupy South Vietnam with the purpose 
of turning it into a military base to attack North Viet- 
nam and establish their domination o\'er the whole of 
Southeast Asia. 

However, in view of the growth of the na tional liberation 
movement, the U.S. imperialists like all other imperialists, 
cannot maintain the colonialist regime under its old 
forms. Tliey have had to resort to neo-colonialistn which 
is rightly described as " invisible colonialism " that is, 
colonialist domination through au administration ruu by 
native puppets, and" American aid" used to manipulate 
the reins of power in all fields. 

To this end, no sooner had the Geneva Agreements 
been signed than they set up the S.E.A.T.O, coolly 
placing Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos under the so-called 
'" protective umbrella " of that organization to cover 
up their dark machinations. 

Crradually replacing the French colonialists, through 
their military and civilian " advisers", the U.S. imperialists 
rigged up the Ngo Dinh Diem administration. They 
used it to sabotage the holding of general elections for 
peacefully reunifying our country, savagely repress 
our compatriots and frenziedly increase their military 
force in South X'ietnam. They thought they could rapidh^ 
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stabilize tbe situation to carry out their « march to the 
North »• plan. They displayed much optimism and 
repeatedly claimed they were not bound by the Geneva 

.^reements. 

Howe\'^er, things did not happen in the "way they 
wished. The heroic South Vietnamese people resoUitely 
stood up to struggle against them and their lackeys 
to defend their lives and property and safeguard their 
national independence. The U.S. plan for quickly 
■' pacifying " South Vietnam was a complete failure 
and the *' march to the North " was abandoned. 

The U.S. imperialists then went a step further in South 
Vietnam with their armed intervention. They launched 
the so-called " special wai-f are " which is in essence a 
neo- colonialist war of aggression They have been experi- 
menting witli the blood of our Southern compatriots 
so that they can apply the same in other places against 
national liberation movements and establish their world 
hegemony. 

They sent American combat troops to South Vietnam 
and put forwai'd the Staley- Taylor plan, then the 
Mc Namara-Taylor plan. Maxwell Taylor, the promo- 
ter of " special war " was appointed ambassador to Saigon 
to carry into effect his own plan aim.ed at " pacifying ' ' 
South Vietnam within eighteen months. This phan 
met with failure and so successively did others intended 
to '' pacify " eight provinces around Saigon - Cholon, 
then five and finally three only. As a matter of 
fact, they had to limit themselves to the defence of 
Saigon- Cholon. The system of *' strategic hamlets " 
— backbone of thoifl'uling machinery, the puppet army — 
main tool of " special warfare ", the towns and cities 
which the U.S. iniperiolists consider as iheir safest roar, 
all these three props are on their way lo disintegration. 
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In such a situation, the Saigon administration naturally can 
by no means be stabilised : after the assassination of Ngo 
Dinh Diem, thirteen coups d'etat have taken place and gi- 
ven rise to nine successive puppet governments. The Uiaited 
States changed its commanding generals and ambassadors 
in South Vietnam but siistained ever- heavier setbacks. 
During the same period the National Front for Liberation 
has been leading the South Vietnamese people forwai-d 
to one victory after another, and liberated the major 
part of the South Vietnam tei'ritory and population. 

Though seriously bogged dow^n the aggressors never- 
theless ran headlong into new military adventures with 
the illusion that they could intimidate our people, 
regain the upj)er hand and extricate themselves from a 
desperate situation. They resorted to blackmail to threa- 
ten the governments and people of the peaceloving 
countries in the world. 

President Johnson's decision to regai-d both zones 
of Vietnam and their adjacent waters as a " combat 
area of the U.S. armed forces" was an act of utter arro. 
gance, which once again testified to the U.S. authori. 
ties' scheme of expanding the war throughout our country^ 

To intensify their aggressive war in the South, the 
American imperialists have feverishly and brazenly 
carried out a series of measures. They have increased 
tlie puppet army, massively brought in additional U.S. 
troops and pressed their sntcUites such as South Korea, 
Australia, New Zealand to dispatch troops to South 
Vietnam. The number of American forces soared from 
30,000 in early 1965 to about 180,000 at present, not 
counting 70,000 men of tlie Seventh Fleet permanently 
active off our coast, nor some 30,000 mercenaries from 
satellite countries. The Americans introduced into South 
Vietnam nearly 1,000 up-to-date aircraft, used strategic 
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B.52's based aL Guam and theip naval forces in the South 
with very rapid units to intensify patrol along the 
Vietnamese coast. They put in gi'ound-lo-air " Hawk " 

missiles, and arch heavy avtillery. Tens of thousands 
of U.S. marines and paratroops were sent to occupy a 
series of bases such as Danang, Pliubai, Chulai, Aiikhe, 
BieuhoQ, Camranh. 

With a Inige wai' machine compi-ising the local mer- 
cenary troops and the U.S. forces in South Vietnam, 
the Pacific and other places, the American iniperialists 
have massacred large numbers of our Southern compa- 
triots; They used B.52's and artillery of the Seventli 
Fleet to wantonly rain bombs and shells on populated 
areas. Taking advantage of scieiuific and technical 
achievements, they openly used toxic chemicals and 
iBven war gases, strictly banned by progressive mankind 
for over half a century now. No honest people can toler- 
ate these savage acts nor allow the Pentagon to plead 
that poison gases arc "more humane *' than other weapons. 

By air raids on North Vietnam, the iVmerican imperial- 
ists " escalate " the war under the pretext that the 
Democratic Republic of Vietnani has provoked the 
patriotic self-defence struggle of the South Vietnamese 
people. This constitutes an overt attack on the socialist 
camp, creating a precedent of aggression against one 
of its member countries. This is undeniable evidence 
of the sabotage of the Geneva Agreements on Vietnam, 
a gross violation of international law and human morality. 

The more bitter their defeats in the South, the more 
ferociously and extensively they bomb the North with 
aircraft from the fieventh Fleet ajid military bases in 
South Vietnam and Thailand. They have attacked 
almost all the provinces in North Vietnam. They spared 
no targets, hitting populated^ areas, dams, factories, 
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churches, schools, hospitals and creches ahke. Johnson 
impudently declared that " the U.S. must fight to 
live in a world wliere every country could run its affairs 
according to its own desires and needs ", that " such a 
world cannot be established with bombs and bullets, 
but the vagaiies of man demand that violence must 
go before reason, the destruction of war before the pro- 
jects of peace ". How disgusting indeed these perfidious 
words of a thorough-going war criminal are. But what 
can he say about the destruction of the Quynhlap lepr- 
osarium, the Quynhtam chm-ch, the VinhUnh school, 
the Zang and Soi markets, and countless other loath- 
some crimes the U.S. Air Force has been perpetrating 
in the northern part of our comrlry ? 

Once more, the U.S. imperialists have exposed to the 
American and all peace-loving people in the world their 
aggressive and warlike nature. Never has the protest 
movement against their aggression in Vietnam developed 
so widely and powerfully and never have they been as 
isolated as at; present. 

The Vietnamese people in both zones have not only 
not shrunk before the aggressors" bombs and bullets, 
they have dealt them telling blows. Our Southern compa- 
triots have valiantly fought the enemy everywhere, 
in the delta as in the mountain regions and right in their 
dens in Saigon, they have repeatedly won resounding 
>'ictoi'ies at Danang, Chulai. Thuanninh, Vantuong, 
Pleirae, ladrang, Datcuoc, Baubang, Dautieng, Dong- 
duong, etc. In the North, our people with utter hatred 
for the U.S. pirates, are making all-out efforts in produc- 
tion arid fighting, have dov^med over 850 most up-to-date 
aeroplanes and captured many pilots. 

In fact, the U.S. aggressors have been ignominiously 
defeated in both parts of our country. Their '^ special 






warfare " having gone bankrupt, they are now seeking 
other ntieans to preserve their neo- colonialist rule in 
South Vietnam. 

Strategically reduced to the defensive, they however 
continue obdurately plunging into new adveTitures. 1 
By the end of November 1965, Johnson decided to raise 
the number of U.S. troops in South Vietnam to 225,000 j 
in Spring this year. Following McNamara's recent visit 
to Saigon, he declared that the American effectives 
would be increased as required by the situation. Accord- 
ing to many sources, the Pentagon generals are raving 
for a ceiling of 350,000 to 400,000 men. The Americans 
have also decided to bring in about 1,000 more planes 
of various types and a large quantity of weapons and 
other war material, U.S. military bases in South Viet 
nam have been feverishly augmented. The Seventh Fleet 
has recently been reinforced with the aircraft - carrier 
** Enterprise " with nearly 100 up-to-date planes and | 
the destroyer " Bainbridge '*, both nuclear powered, j 
The aggressors are scheming to move American troops 
from Europe and other places to the South Vietnam ' 
theatre. Meanwhile, they are exerting pressure on the 
Australian and Filipino governments for a more active 
participation in the war. 

The U.S. imperialists are preparing for further " escala-l 
tion ", They have bombed and strafed a number of I 
areas around the Haiphong industrial centre, and in ten- . 
sified the use of barbaric war means to massacre the ; 
South Vietnamese people. More brazenly they have 
bombed Lower Laos with B.52's, sought to dispatch 
their troops to tljis country and threatened to cross 
the Cambodian border. 

It is clear that the U.S. imperialists who have invaded 
South Vietnam and bombed the D.R.V. are scheming 
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to extend the war to the whole of Indochina in the hope 
of getting out of a desperate situation in the South. 
Once again, they have shown themselves as an extreme- 
iy bellicose gang, the sworn enemy of the Vietnamese 
and Indochinese peoples, the most dangerous enemy 
of the movement for national liberation and peace In 
Asia and the world. 

2. Johnson's offer for so-called "unconditional discussions' is 
but a swindle 

In the past few months, Johnson and his followers 
have unceasingly prattled about "goodwill for peace'", 
"unconditional discussions", "return to the Gene^'a 
Agreements ". These last years, Johnson has repeatedly 
declared that "the U.S. will exhaust all possibilities of 
peace", ''push at all doors for peace" and "will pursue 
peace relentlessly ". At the same time he has been sending 
many U.S. Statesmen to approach other countries. 

For what reason have the U.S. imperialists shown 
such an ardent " desire" for peace? 

Simply because they are being defeated and bogged 
down in South Vietnam. 

Because they have incurred ever-stronger protest 
from the world and American people. 

Driven into a C|uagmire, they blare out series of hypo- 
critical allegations to soothe and deceive the peace-and 
justice-loving people, cover up their defeats and inten- 
tions, and seek a pretext for further escalation. 

In proposing " unconditional discussions " after hav- 
ing started armed aggression against South Vietnam 
and air attacks on the North the U.S. imperialists suggest 
tluit neither belUgerent should impose conditions on his 
opponent. This means that the Vietnamese people 
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sliould not pose conditions to the American aggressors,- 
nor demand that the aggressors 1) cease considerino- 
South Vietnam as a separate nation, a neighbour of 
North Vietnam, 2) give up their scheme of perpetually 
partitioning our country, 3) recognize the South Viet' 
nam National Front for Liberation as the only authentic 
representative of the South Vietnamese people, and 
^i) end for good and without condition their war of des- 
truction against North Vietnam. Thus Johnson's real 
intention in proposing " unconditional discussions " is 
to induce the Vietnamese, before tJicy go to the confer- 
ence table, to admit the U.S. imperialists' right to 
unmade South Vietnam, station their troops there and 
transform it into a U.S. military base, and interfere 
fi'eely in the internal affairs of South Vietnam. The 
U.S. President's move for peace also means thai the 
American imperialists must be given the right to scrap 
the 1954 Geneva Agreements on Vietnam and trample 
under foot international law and human morality. The 
Vietnamese people who are winning on the battlefield 
should come to the conference table to surrender uncon- 
ditionally to the pirates who are being defeated in the 
war they have provoked. The Vietnamese people like 
any othei- nelf-respecting people can never accept such 
preposterous conditions. 

The U.S. has also called for a "return to the Geneva 
Agreements". But who has undermined them so that a 
return is needed. These accords were the result of the 
Vietnamese people's long and hard struggle for indepen- 
dence and peace, lor their sacred national rights. They 
concretize a natural law of our epoch in which colonial- 
ism is disintegrating and the movement for national 
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The Geneva Agreements which 



Were aimed at abolisliing old-Ume colonialism and pre^ 
venting neo -colonialism taking its place, are in harmony 
with the Vietnamese people's interests and aspirations, 
and run counter to the wicked schemes of the aggressive 
and warhke U.S. imperialists. It is not foi'tuitous that 
the Vietnamese people and the Government of the Demo- 
cratic Republic of Vietnam have always respected 
the clauses of these accords. The U.S. imperialists, on tlie 
contrary, have been systematically sabotaging them 
since tliey were made and intend to go on doing so. 
Therefore, to call for a "return to the Geneva Agreements" 
merely means to put in the same bag the aggressor and 
the victim of aggression, the sabotager of the Geneva 
Accords and those who have always observed them. 
But their manoeuvres cannot cover up the hard hwx 
that the U.S. has time and again declared itself not 
bound by the Geneva Agreements, wrecked their basic 
provisions through their support of the Saigon puppet 
administration, introduction of their own and satelhte 
troops into South Vietnam to conduct a war of aggression 
and even making use of its air force to attack the Demo- 
cratic Republic of Vietnam, thus exicroaching more and 
more crudely upon Vietnam's territory. 

Among the hypocritical farces put up by the U.S. 
imperialists there is the so-called " commitment " trick. 
L.B. Johnson has said ; " We have committed ourselves 
lo the Republic of Vietnam. We must stay in South 
Vietnam to defend the Vietnamese people ". But their 
only commitment ever kno-wai and recognized hy the world 
was the one solemnly made by General Bedell Smith. 
head of the U.S. governmenl"s delegation, at the 1.95''i 
Geneva Conference on Indochina to the effect that the U.S. 
would refrain from the use of violence or threat to disturb 
the implementation of these agreemeiils. There is not a 
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single pr<.)vi>;ion in llie agrecjiieuLs allowiiig the U.S 
lo commit aggression against Vietnam and to encroacli 
upon the D.R.V. On the contrary, all these provisions 
have clearly stated that all the parlicipaling countries 
of the 1954 Geneva Conference including the U.S. have 
no right whatsoever to meddle in the Vielnamese people's 
inlernal affairs. But the U.S. imperialist aggressors have 
brazenly and systematically denied this solemn commit 
ment. As for the so-called South Vietnameso ad minis 
iration, judging- from its origin, its juridical basis as 
well as the treacherous activities of its members, every- 
body must be aware that they arc agents promoted 
and discarded at will by their bosses, the U.S. imperial- 
ists, who even have them nmrdcrod if need be. Belween 
the Yankee bosses and their stooges such as Diem and 
Nhu in the past, and Thieu and Ky at present, there 
is not any valid commitment with regard to the Viet- 
namese people and international convention. All contrary 
allegations are but fantasies created by the U.S. imperial- 
ists to justify their aggression against A'ietnam and 
camouflage their sabotage of the Geneva Agreements. 

Facts nowadays have proved that each time they 
talk of " desire for peace", "unconditional discussions", 
"return to the Geneva Agreements" and of "living 
up to their commitment ", the U.S. imperialists introduce 
more troops and weapons into South Vietnam, step 
up the bombing and strafing of the Democratic Republic 
of Vietnam, kill more of our compatriots and sow 
more destruction on our country. Ever since April 7 
last year when L. Johnson called for " unconditionai 
discussions" in his jpalti more speech, not a single month 
has passed without additional U.S. and satellite troops 
being dispatched to South Vietnam. For instance, last 
year, in May, a batch of as many as 15,000 troops and 






1 7 warships vrere brought in, while in .July, Septenibei' 
and October, a force of about 20,000 men was iutrodupcd 
each month, Sixrce the day when L. Johnson made 
his Baltimore speech, 100,000 U.S. troops and 30,000 
South Korean, Australian, and New Zealand troops 
iiave been dispatched to South Vietnam. Bombing 
[■aids against North Vietnam have been extended farther 
inland and have become all the fiercer. At iho same 
time, " special warfare " is being stepped up in Laos 
and provocative acts against Cambodia intensified. 
As Premier Pham Van Dong said : To the U.S. 
imperialists, " peace " means war, " peaceful stand " 
means war goals, " peaceful means " signifies war means, 
and " unconditional discusssions " means acceptance 
\)y the Vietnamese people of U.S. terms. 

In opposition to the U.S. imperialists' policy of inter- 
vention and war, the stand of the Vietnamese people 
and government is to struggle to the end for indepen- 
dence and peace. But to have genuine peace, there must 
l)e genuine independence. 

Thoroughly understanding the significance and value 
of the Geneva Agreements, the South Vietnamese people 
who have again and agahi and in different forms expressed 
bheir legitimate aspirations for peace, independence, 
democracy, welfare and above all, the peaceful 
leunification of the Fatherland, have always strictly 
implemented the Geneva Agreements and demanded 
their strict application by the other side. 

Confronted with these ardent aspirations and legiti- 
mate demands, the U.S. imperialists and their puppets 
have been using bombs and shells to massacre several 
lumdred thousand people and detaining millions of 
others in prisons and more or less disguised concentration 
Lomps, Under the most sinister and blood-thirsty regime 
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J II Uierr naLioiial liislory, the South VietJiamese people 
aro deprived of human fund amen tai rights and theii* 
Uves arc constant] y tlii^eateued. 

U.S.- puppet repression and terror became extremely 
fierce by the end of 1959. Ilaviug no other alternative, 
the South Vietnamese people had to rise up in arms 
and fig'ht the enemy resolutely. 

It was just because of this powerful movement involving 
niillions of our compatriots and as a response to the 
urg-ent deniands of the people that ihe National Front 
for Liberation came into being on December 20, I960. 
As was pointed out in its Manifesto, the South Vieluanx 
National Front for Liberation, founded in the supremo 
interests oi the Fatherland, pledges its detonni nation 
lo fight In the end for the mosl urgent and legitimate 
as^jira Lions of the people in keeping with the progressive 
trends of the world. 

The Front's goals are to unite the people of all strata, 
classes, natioual minorities, political parties, mass organi- 
zations, religions and patriotic personalities, irrespec- 
tive of political tendencies in order to o\'erthrow the 
domination of the U.S. imperialists and their henchmen, 
achieve independence, democracy, peace, neutrality and 
advance towards peaceful reunification of the Fatherland, 

The South Vietnam National Front for Liberation 
with this correct programme has raised aloft the glorious 
banner of unity and national salvation, mobilizing and | 
organizing all patriotic forces in South Vietnam for 
the struggle against the U.S. imperialists and their 
henchmen. Under its leadership, the South Vietnamese 
people have withiji*a few years, won greater and greater 
victories and successively frustrated all aggressive 
schemes of the U.S. imperialists. At present, it is control- 
ling more ihan four-fifths of South Vietnamese temtorv 
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.Hid a [xpimliiliou oi o\\-v 10 iiiilliou. \\ is taking in hatui 
I he desLhiV of Soutli \iclnam. As the only aLithentic 
representative of the South Vietnamese people, it must 
ha\'o the decisive voice in the selllemeut of tiie South 
Vietnam problem. It has largely contributed to the en- 
liancin;^' of Vietnam's prestige IjeCuie ihe world. 

Todav, when llir 5lh anuivoi'>t'y ol' llie founding of 
[he Front li;i-; ju^t been eiillHisiasLicail y celebrated 
throngliout our count! y, and iht^ wtrld. and in an 
^itmospherc oi affection and joy in whicli the 
delegation of heroes and outstanding fighters of the 
South wcie welcomed by their Noi'thern compatriots, 
I want to express, nn behalf of our conference aud the 
N'orihern intellectuals, oul- fj'alernal love, boundless 
I'onfidence and profound gratiuide Lo tlie Front ond its 
(.Ihairmaa Nguyen Hnu Tho and to the Soulliern army 
and people. 1 wish thai tiie heroic Souiii ^ielnanl.ese 
[leoplc may win greater victories and succeed iu defeating 
ihe U.S. aggressors, liberating the South, defending 
ilio North and achieving peaceful leunification of the 
l^atherland, 

fu face of tlie U.S. impf^iialist aggressors' frantic 
ffforts to step up and expand the war, the South 
Vietnam National Front for Liberation solemnly de- 
clared on March 22, 1965 that the South Vietnamese 
[jeople and their armed forces are resol\'ed never to slacken 
Lheir hold on their arms until they ha^'e teached their 
goals : independence, democracy, ])eace aud neutT>ahty. 
They are determined to continue dealing thunder lilows 
at the U.S. aggressors and their lackeys and will surely 
win final victor v. 

At the same time, tlic Front nlso made it clear that 
any negotiations with the U.S. imperialists at this moment 
would be utterly useless if they still refuse to withdraw 
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Irom Soiuh Vietnam tlieir troops and all kinds of wai' 
materials togellier witli tiiofo of their saleililcs, if 
thpy do not dismantle all their miliLary bases in South 
Vietnam, if thr Sonth Metuamese people have not 
ye I; won back their independence and democratic rights 
and if the South Vietnam National Front for Liberation — 
their only authentic representative — docs not have the 
decisive voice. 

This is the unshakable will of Lhe SoiUli Vietnatuese 
people and the essence of the 1954 Geneva /Wreements 
on Vietnam. 

The unswerving principle of the Government of the 
Democratic Republic of Vietnam has always been strictly 
to implement the 1954 Geneva Agreements on Vietnam. 

Confronted with the extremely serious situation created 
by the U. S. imperialists through their expanding 
the i,var in South Vietnam and cynical aerial attacks 
on North Vietnam, Premier Phani Van Dong solemnly 
declared at the Aprd 8, 1965 session of the D. R. V. 
National Assembly : " The unswerving pohcy of the 
Government of the Democratic Repubhc of Vietnam 
is to respect the 1954 Geneva Agreements on Viet- 
nam and to strictly and loyally implement their basic 
provisions^ embodied in the following points : 

i. Recognition of the basic national rights of the 
Vietnamese people : peace, independence, sovereignty, 
unity and territorial integrity. According to the Gene^'a 
Agreements, the U.S. must withdraw from South Vietnam 
all U.S. troops, military personnel and weapons of all 
kinds, dismantle all tj.S. military bases there, and cancel 
its military alliance with South Vietnam. It must in 
fact end its policy of intervention and aggression in 






South Vietnam. According to ijie Geneva Agreements, 
the U.S. governmenl must also stop its acts of war against 
the D.R.V. and end for ever all encroachments on 
I he la tier's so\'ereign territory. 

2. Pending the peaceful reunification of Vietnam, 
while Vietnam is still temporarily di\dded into t^vo 
zones, the military provisions of ihe 1954 Geneva 
Agrcemeols on Vietnam must he strictly resjjected : 
the two /ones must refrain fr(»Tu joiaing any military 
aljianco willi foreign countries and there must be no 
foreign military bases, troops and military personnel 
on their respective territory. 

3. The internal affairs of South Vietnam must be 
sctlled by the South \ietnamese people themselves, 
111 accordance ^\'illi tlie |jrogramme of the South ^'ietnara 
Xatioiial Froui I'or Li hern I ion ^vi^houl anv foreign 
inlerferencc. 

V Tlic {.eac.ehd reimificalioii oC Vietnam is to be 
settled by the Metnamese people iji both zones, without 
any foreign iulerference. 

This stand springs from the 1954 Geneva Agreements 
and is aimed at the full respect for, and thorough imple- 
mentation of, their basic provisions. 

Tills stand is fully hi agreement with the present 
reality when the U.S. imperialists are committing an 
aggression against Vietnam. It urgently demands of tlie 
U.S. imperialist aggressors an immediate end to their 
bombing and strafing of North ^'ietnam and to their 
war of aggression in South Vietnam, and the withdrawal 
of all U.S. and satellite troops from this area. 

This stand stems from the profound aspirations of 
the Vietnamese people in botli zones, which have been 
oxi>resse(l in the programme of the Vietnam Fatherland 
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Front ami ol' tlie South Vietnam NaUunal Front for 
Liberation, viz : the construction of a peaceful, unified, 
independent, democratic and prosperous Vietnam. The 
Vietnamese people have hcj^n struggling for this noWe 
goal, they will struggle to the finish to obtain it. 

This stand originates fr'om u primordial necessity of 
our time thai all jiations, big or small, have the right 
and capacity lo decide for themselves [lu'ir own deslinies 
aiul that no foreign roimtry should be allowcnl lo meddle 
in their internal affairs. The Vietnamese jjcople will 
fight to the end fully to exercise this unalienable right 
to self-determination of aJl nations. 

Any solution which puts into the same hag the 
aggrcissor and the victim of aggression, which does not 
compel I he aggressor !o sto]t his aggression, which does 
not respect the right to self-determination of all nations, 
which does not recognize the South Vietnam National 
Front for Liberation as the only authentic representative 
of the South N'ietnamese people, is not in keeping with 
the fun,damental spirit, of the 1954 Geneva Agreements 
nor can it satisfy the deep aspirations of the Vietnamese 
people in both zones of the country and the \vorld people's 
aspirations for peace and justice. Such a solution will 
not lead to the settlement of the war in Vietnam. 

Johnson's jnendacious and faUacious allegations are 
not aimed at finding, nor can they help find, a solution 
to the Vietnam problem. 

As the D.R.V- Foreign Ministry spokesman's statement 
of January 4, 1966 on the U.S. '* peace efforts" has 
reaffirmed once more ; " So long as the U.S. imperialists 
carry on their aggre^ive war in Vietnam, use troops of 
the U.S. and its satellite countries and conduct air raids 
against the D.R.V. tiie Vietnamese people in both zones 
will resolutely resist to the end and fulfil their sacred 



task of defending their pEaiii^^i^^^^'g sovereignty and 
national independence, and. contributing to the defence 
of ivorld peace. " 

The 4-point stand of the G,oygrnment of the Democratic 
Republic uf Vietnam is tl-jp ^ole correct basis for a 
selilement uf ihe Vietufiiu itvobleui. 

3. The whole world is resoluti^iy opposing U.S. aggresston and 
actively supporting the Vietnatviese people's just struggle 

In fact, the Vietnam piXublem has becoLue tlie focal 
problem of international poliitical life and a fundamental 
question posed to the conS(j.,ignce of our time. 

The Vietnamese people'ti palriolic struggle is closely 
hnked with the revolution ^^^j.^. struggle waged by the 
world peoples, with the vi\yi^e. of national lilieration, 
ihal of socialist constructtf^^^ .^,^^1 ^i^^, safeguarding of 
world peace. In .short, it [^ dosels' linked whh the 
umst fundamental goals pur^^.^^^-i j^y aU mankind at this 
present stage of history. 

YThe world peoples have f^ijy realized that should 
the U.S. imperialists win tl^, ^y^^, {^^ Vietnam, not only 
would Ihe independence of Vietnam be lost btit the inde- 
pendence of other peopL>>, would be violated and 
world peace seriously lhre^,^^g^^f.(i_ Qu the contrary if 
ihe U.S. imperiahsts are OK>iupletely defeated in Viet- 
nam, if this country strong ^^iLh the support of the whole 
world succeeds in smasliur^.g. iht^i^, aggressive will, not 
only will the independence^ of Vietnam be safeguarded 
but the independence of oti^p^. peoples wuU also he consol- 
idated, world peace w^ill bo, strengthened and the threat 
of another world war pushet^ back. 
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In Vietnam, independence and peace arc inter-related. 
Independence and peace in Vietnam, are closely linked 
with independence and peace in the whole world. 

The Asian- African Peoples' Solidarity Conference, 
held in Winneba in May 1965. has pointed out : 

" The just and sacred struggle waged by the entire 
Vietnamese people against U.S. aggression for national 
liberation is the struggle of all Asian and African peoples. "' 

The World Conference for Peace beld in Helsinki 
in July last year also expressed its deep gratitude to the 
heroic Vietnamese people for their great sacrifice in the 
just struggle for their own independence, for the libei- 
ation of all other peoples and for world peace. 

The Vietnamese people's patriotic struggle is of great 
international significance. 

It has won deeper and broader sympathy and support 
of the world people. The more the U.S. imperialists' 
warlike and ruthless nature is revealed, the stronger the 
world people's opposition Lo tiiem. 

It is being realized more and more clearly that the 
U.S. imperialists are the common enemy of the peace - 
and justice-loving people in the world and the most 
dangerous enemy of mankind at present. 

Prompted by their noble proletarian inttTtialioualism 
and clear realization that the Vietnamese people's 
patriotic struggle against U.S. aggression is also a struggle 
for the defence of socialism, national liberation and 
world peace, all the brother socialist countries are 
doing their utmost to supporting the \'ietnamese 
people morally and materially. Protests against U.S. 
aggression are beingi voiced everywhere in the socialist 
camp. The Soviet Union, China and other socialist 
countries have been active in supplying the Democratic 
Republic of Vietnam with necessarv means to iin crease 












lier defence potential, and will continue to give the 
Vietnamese people all necessary means to deal counter- 
IjIows at the U.S. imperialists' aggression. The recogni- 
tion of the Permanent Representations of the South 
Vietnam National Front for Liberation by sociahst 
(Countries and by several other countries in Asia and 
Africa and the promotion by Cuba of the Front's Perma- 
Jient RcpresentalJon to the rank of an official diplomatic 
representation have greatly rejoice the entire Viet- 
namese people. Tlie wholeheartecl support of these 
countries constitutes a strong prop to the Vietnamese 
people io their struggle against U.S. aggression for national 
sah'ation. 

In all other countries, the popular movements in 
support of V'ietnam are keeping pace wth the movement 
against imperialism and old and new colonialism led 
by U.S. imperialism. In Loos, Cambodia, Japan, Indo- 
iiesJa. Burma, Pakistan, in the newly-independent 
countries in Africa and Latin America and among the 
progressive people in the capitalist countries, these 
popular movements are gaining scope and momentum, 
combining political struggle with armed struggle and 
will irresistibly come out victorious. 

At important inloruational conferences resolutions 
liave been adopted A'oicing support for the Vietnamese 
[people's struggle and opposition to the I'.S. imperial- 
ists' aggressive war. Specinl conferences on Vietnam, 
moreover, have been organized, such as the Conference 
of the International Trade Union Committee for Solidar- 
ity with the Workers and People of Vietnam (Hanoi, 
October 11)63 and June 1965), the InterDatlonal Confer- 
ence for Solidarity with the People of Vietnam i^ainst 
U.S. Imperialist Aggression and For the Defence of Peace 
(Hanoi, Nove-mber 1P64), etc, 
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Ill the U.S.A. the popular movement in support 
of the Vietnamese people by American intellectuals, 
students, youths, women, democratic and proffres- 
si^'e organizations, peace and i^eligious organiza lions, 
Negro and White AmericanSjis surging and closely 
combined with the sti'uggle against Johnson's "dirtv 
war " which is outraging the ronseicnee of large 
numbers of jlmerican citizens, against military (..ons- 
cription which leads the Anierican youths to shameful 
death in Vietnam, for the benefit of a handful of weapon 
dealers, against racial discriminatior. which has grossly 
violated the basic rights of tlie American Negroes and 
has caused the murder of a great number of I hem during 
savage repressions, against the Johnson clique's extreme- 
ly dangerous policy of war and for the realization 
of democratic freedoms aud the improvement of the 
American people's material and moral standards. 

This was correctly pointed out in an open letter sent 
by 650 American professors to L.B. Johnson on October 
3i last year: 

" The American people themselves, " it said, " are 
undergoing a brut ah zing and degrading experience... 

Only by o]:>posing yom- present policy in Vietnam 
openly and vigorously can wo do our part in trying to 
bring about peace and to protect the moral integrity of 
our nation. 

Let ns gi^•c tJie peojile of Vietnam the cliance to work 
out their owu peace "as lias been provided for by the 
Geneva Agreements, whaie\-er the political regime 
they may choose. '"' 

At }7i'esent, a worl<jl[3CO pie's front against U. S. aggression 
has been practically formed, and a Vietnam-U.S. popular 
front againsi I'.S, aggression in Vietnam has also come 
into being. Tliese are ladors of very great importance in 



I he struggle now taking place for ])eaee. independence, 
democracy mid social progress on a world-wide scale. 

This is a great encouragement to the entire Viet- 
namese people's anti-T^S, struggle for uation.al salvatioj>. 

Inlelleclnals the '^.'sorld over. 
Inlellectnals in the 1 .S,A., 

From our combat positions in ^'ietnam we are following 
with deep emotion and boundless admiration the devel- 
opment of the movement of the people and intellectuals 
of the brother countries in tiic socialist camp and of the 
whole world in protest against the U.S. imperialists' 
war of aggression and in support of our people's just 
struggle. 

We cannot mentifui liere the names of all the countries, 
organizations and individuals supporting us. They are 
so nnmerims. We can only say that there has never been 
such a world-wide mi'vemeut of intellectuals in support 
of our people's struggle. Many scholars, scientists, 
professors, political personalities, laAvyers, doctors, ^vriters 
artists, engineers, public figures, clergymen, etc. have 
[>artieipated in this movement in most varied forms from 
moral and political support to material assistance. A large 
number of intellectuals in the socialist countries and 
other countries in the world Inn-c volunteered to fight 
I in our side m ^ ietUani. 

The message that the British scientist Bertrand Russell 
addressed to the First Asian, African and Latin Amer- 
ican People's Solidarity Conference in Havana has 
moved us profoundly. It particularly emphasized : 

U.S. imperiidism is an iTuperiaUsm (hat lives on 
[dander. Particularly in Vietnam, its brutal and arrogant 
;u'ls ha\-e roa<d.ied a shocking point. After lio ^■ears of 
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resistance to three big iiidiistrial powers, the Viet- 
namese people are still carrying on their fight. The 
Vietnamese are a heroic, iadonii table people, iheir straggle 
is an epic. It moves the heari of pcojile. aiid reminds us 
that when man dedicates himisclf to a noble ideal he 
will inanifest a spirit which people can h^u-dly imagine. 
Lei us pay tribiile to the Vietnamese people. 

The militant sympathy cf tlie Brilish scientist and of 
other intellectuals of the world have slrcngthcned in 
us the convict ioii that our people's struggle is an impor 
tant contribution to the muional liberation movement 
and ihe consolidation of peace waged by progressive 
mankind, an integral part of the common struggle in 
favour of the noblest huniojt values with ii view to making 
science serve man, and frustrating the criminal ma- 
noeuvres intended to exterminate mankind and Jiiiman 
i civilization. 

>M In the U.S.A., American intellectuals together with 
other American citizens have been actively sujiportijig 
the popular movement in various ways, such as the 
large rallies held in various places, the leach-ins at 
many universities, the open letters to L.}3. Johnson to 
protest against his "dirty war". \Ve are particularly 
impressed by the joint statement by 4, .500 i^merican 
intellectuals including such prominent personalities as 
Ijrofessors Gordon Christianson and Morgenthau, poet 
Hobcrt Lowe]], play^\Tight Arthur MJUer, scientist Linus 
Pauling, by the nioti on issued by the Americaji "Lawyers 
Committee for the study of American PoUcy in \'ict- 
nam " and by the valiant campaign conducted by 
American Negroes j|^aTnst racial discrimination and the 
" dirty war ", 

JN;^ The " March on Wasbington " for peace in Vietnam 
organized by severa] mass ox'gaaizations and famous 



iutellectuals in the U.S.x\. on November 27, 1965 was 
;m event of great significance. I'he Vietnamese people 
liave followed it with emotion and learned with enthusiasm 
that the heroic struggle of their American friends has 
t]iroT,^Ti the warlike and aggressi\'e U.S. imperialists 
into embarrassment, exerted a great influence In the 
U.S.A. and strengthened the coordinated juoN-emeat 
iti various countries of the woihl. 

\JV'henever we thirds: of Americans, wc cannot help 
j'GcaUing with great emotion the noble examples of 
self-sacrifice set by Helga Hetz, Norman Morrison, Roger 
Laporte and Celene Jankowski who have burnt themselves 
ill protest against iho aggressi^^c war in Metiiam. 

The strong support and the Jioble gestures of tin.' 
American people and intellectuals clearly sbow the 
I'orreclness o!; our stand when avc distinguish \be 
American [leople from the American aggressors as 
President Ho Chi Minh taught us. Wc have the firm 
ennviction thai I he American peoph*. by uplioldincf 
I lie fine traditions of Washing toji, Jefferson and Lincoln, 
will succeed in obtaining an end to a war which is being 
waged contrary to their interests, to the constitution 
and honour of the U.S.A., to peace, freedom and equalitv 
among nalions. 

Deal' friends, 

.Ally words, actions and gestures of yours in support 
nf oiu' struggle will be a great inspiration to us. 

Please accept our people's and our own profound 
gratitude. We bighly value your attitude. We are very 
happy to wage jointly ivitli you tliis struggle for the 
happiness of all nations. |)eace. social progress and world 
[trace. 
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At present, the U.S. imperialists have still not renounced , 
their aggressive schemes against our country. On the 
contrary they are carrying out new mu^'cs to intensify 
and expand the war, to bring pressure 1o bear on our 
people by their escalation and to nuslej-id world opinion 
bv their "peace negotiations" swindle, hoiking to make 
our people lay down their Aveapons and (;apitu!fHr at 
.the conference table. 

Therefore we earnestly call on the intellectuals all 
over the world including the American intellectuals lo: 

— Rise up more vigorously iu j^rolesl against the 
barbarous and criminal aggressiN-e war in Yietnam which 
sabotages peace in Southeast Asia and iu the world. 

— Support more strongly tlie Vietnamese people's-^ 
just struggle for independence and peace in Vietnam 
and in the world. 

We suggest that you : 

a) Fully support our struggle "against the U.S. aggres- 
sors for national salvation " morally, politically, material- 
ly and by every appropriate means. 

b) Voice energetic support for the 4-point stand put^ 
forth on April 8, 1965 by the Government of the Demo- 
cratic Repuhhc of Vietnam and tlie slatemeni, of March j 
22, 1965 of the South Vietnam National Front for 
Liberation in order to force the U.S. imperialists to enl 
their sabotage warfare against the D.R.V. and their 
aggressive war in South Vietnam, withdraw all their ^ 
and their satellites' troops from South Vietnam,] 
respect the 1954 ^Teneva Agreements on Vietnam, 
refrain from interfering in our iivtenial afftiivs and 
let the Vietnamese people soKc tlu-^ir own af fan's by 
themselves. 



c) DcuuLtiiec l^resideiit Johnson's " ]>eace '' and 
unLonditional discusirious " hoaxes, in order to awake 
["he -world people's vigilauce. 

For our pari, we will do our best to respond to your 
extremely valuable sym].>athy and support and that of 
the world people. We are determined not to abandon 
oiu- fighting position, lo sltiy %vithiii iho ranks of the 
wurkl peoples ft'ont against I. .S. ini[>(M'ialist aggression. 
io fight until coniplele victory L.v the independence, 
riationid reiuulicalion iuui j)cacc of our country, for 
peace and security of the world peoples and for friendship 
among nations. 
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PART' II 

Developing their glorious national tradition, tho- 
roughly understanding the Party's Hne of struggle 
against U.S. aggression, the Vietnamese intellectuals 
are resolved to serve production, and stand ready to 
tight, to contribute to the victory of the anti-aggression 
struggle and of socialist construction 
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I. For 25 years now the Vietnamese people have carried aloft 
the banner of national independence, peace and social progress 

Tlic Vietflomese people clicrish frcedoiu and peace and 
have tiicir i a dependence a I liparl. In buildinii and 
defetiding llieir country duriu<^' Uig several thoissand 
years of liieii- his Lory, they have always united, \Yhich 
has unabled them to oppose and defeat an aggressor 
superior in number and strenffth. 

Since Lho iniddle ol" [he 19lli century when tlie Frencl) 
coionialists began to invade the South of our counLi'S', 
our people upholding jllieir glorious tradition of iudoini- 
tabilily put up a grm and unremitting resistance despite 
iierce repression. The patriotic banner of Truoiig Diitij, 
(he first national liero in our people's history agains! 
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colonialism mid iniperiaJisin, has been handed down 
iron] one generation to another. This tradition is symbo- 
lized by the red flag with the shiniiig golden star oi the 
August Revolution, ihc banner of the Democratic Repub- 
lic of VjotUiun, the first democralic state in our history, 
^^'hich has Tishered in a new era in the life of our pc-sple. 
Voicing our whole nation's aspirations for frofJom. 
ladeiiendence and peace. President Ho Chi Minh solemnly 
declared to the w-orld at the liadinh square iji 194) : ^ 

" Vietnam has the right to enjoy freedom and indepai- 
de]ice, and has in fa(rt become a free and independent 
country. The entire Vietnamse people are resoUcd to 
devote all their strength, their lives and property, to 
Tuainlainning that right to freedom and independeiinr, " 

This oalh of independence is echoing not only in our 
hearts now Inil Will echo for ever in the hearb of 
future generations. 

i"or the sake of freedom, independence and peaui; we 
signed the Preliminary Accords of March 6, 1946, and 
the Modus Vivendi of September 14, 1946 to rid ourselves 
of an intervention by U.S. imperlahsm* and to conso- 
lidate the gains of the August Revolution. 

For the sake of freedom, independence and peace, we 
unanimously responded to the call of President Ho Chi 
Vlinh : " Rather sacrifice everything than lose our 
independence and be enslaved ". We stood up as one 
man against tiie "dirty ^var " launched by the French 
colonialist aggressors. We waged a nine- year krd 
resistance war and carried the day. 

For the sake of freedom, independence and peace, we 
Fought and won a brilliant victory at Dlenbienpliu md 



Through the channel of Chiang Kai-shek (PubhL) 
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siffiiefl ill*-' 1954 Geneva Au'i'efiutiiils, bdugimg un i.mkI 
to the hostilities all over Indochina, cunipletely hberat- 
ing half of our country; foiling the French colonialists' 
attempt at aggression and cheeking the U.S. imperialists' 
scheme to prolong' and expand the war. Thus we liave 
contributed to the consolidation of peace; in Southeast 
Asia and the world, and laid a jinidirnl basis for the 
abolilioji of the colonialist s>steiu whilt^ prevcntin^^ the 
emergence and doselojiuient of ueo-eolnniMUsni. 



Since peace wa^ restored in 195^1. under the clearsighted 
leadership of the Vietnam ^Vol■ke^s' Party, and I tic (Tovi^ni- 
ment of the Democratic Hp[)iibli(' of Victjiam, our people 
entirely liberated Xoilh Vietnam, Lpiickly lieaL-d I he 
wounds of war, put into effect land reforin, comploled 
in the main ai^rieultural and handicraft, cooperativizalion 
and carried out by jx-acefol means the transformation 
of private industry and trade. At prci^eiit, we are bending j 
all our energies to aehic\-e socialist industrialization, 
graduallv lay the material and technical bas(?s of 
socialism, develoj> agrieuhitre and induslr\-. science 
and teclmology, speed up the cultural and ideological 
revolution, advance steadily <md step by slep m buddmg 
an independent economy, continuously raising our 
living standards^ and bringing into full play our role 
as a rear base in the struggle to peaeefu.Hy reunify 
our country. 

The brilhant aclj|everaent3 recorded in the eleven 
years of construe lion in North Vietnam Tuiquestuniably 
pro\'e that once they have become masters of their dt^istiny. 
the Vietnaniesc people led by the Party f are fully capable 



of tiuiiding socLalisni without iiaving to go through capita- 
list development. The marked progress made by our 
people in the social, political and ideological fields, in 
the building of the material and leclmicalbases of socialism 
and in the tj'aining of a new contingent of caches, and 
the emergence among all strata of the people of new 
njen, socialist, industrious and valiant, optimistic and 
creative, conslitntc eloquent deuionstrations of our 
people's groal vitality. tJie excellency <d' our regime, and 
the spirit of solidariiy and mutual assistance among the 
socialist countries. These achievements have exerted a 
deep and broad impact inside and outside the country. A 
yoni>g American woman has expressed from the bottom of 
lier heart this wish to President Ho Chi Alinh : '' 1 should 
like to live one day in the Democratic Republic of 
\'ielnam ; that is my earnest aspiration because in my 
opinion the Democralic Republic of Vietnam is the most 
beautiful, ]irogressi^'c, democratic and justice-loving coun- 
try in the world. " 

Wo arc well aware that we shall experience many more 
difficulties. But the young American's confidence in 
our future furtlier confirms the correctness of the road 
we are following. We feel all the more proud of our Party, 
more resolute to defend the fruit of the revolution, more 
conscious of our responsibility towards the cause of 
peace, indejjendence and progress of our ])eople. 

These brilliant achievements have overjoyed our 
compatriots in the South, given them more confidence 
and enthusiasm, stimulated them to fight still harder 
against the U.S. imperialist aggressors, in order to liberate 
the South, defend the North and eventually reunify 
our Fatherland. 
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Since early last year, after suataiiiing bitter setbacks, 
the U.S. imperialists have been intensifying their 
aggression in South Vietnam and attacking North Viet- 
nam with their air force. Our people's revolution has 
switclicd over to a new phase now, that of our whole, 
country being in a state of war. 

Ah our thirty-one million people have stood up in| 
response to the appeal of President Ho Chi Minh : " Our' 
people are living a glorious epoch of our history. To 
oppose the U.S. aggressors and save our country is 
today the sacred task of every Vietnamese patriot. " « 

The South Vietnamese armed forces and people are] 
fighting ever harder and more bitterly to liberate thel 
South and defend the North. Our compatriots in the 
North are eagerly emulating one another in production 
while engaging in a valiant fight to defend the North 
and support the revolution for the liberation of the South. 

The entire Vietnamese people united as one man are 
determined to defeat the U.S. invaders. 

With their destruction warfare in North Vietnam and the 
massive introduction of troops into South Vietnam, the 
aggressors think they can intimidate our people in both 
zones and at the same time threaten the people of the 
socialist countries and the world people. But far from 
flinching, our people with moi-e hatred are closing their 
ranks and fighting still more vigorously. Aware of the 
brutal and machiavellian nature of the U.S. warmongers, 
people all round the world have firmly stood up against 
them and support our cause more energetically 

In their determination to defeat the American aggres- 
sors, the armed forces aii4 people in the North have shot 
down over 850 American modern planes of various types, 
shattering the myth of ''U.S. air supremacy ". protected 
people's Uveg and property and defended the material 
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and technical bases of socialism. This is an encoura- 
(j^ement for people throughout the country and a source 
of joy and confidence for our friends in the world. 

Eager '' to carry out produciion while fighting ", the 
ax-my and people in North Vietnam keep firm hold of 
their hammers, ploughs and guns while doing their best 
to surmount all the difficulties created by the U.S. 
sabotage from the air. They continue to boost agricul- 
tural and industrial production, ensure communica- 
tions and transport, maintain and expand the flow of 
goods and have increased the national income in spite 
of the state of war. Never have our peasants, by applying 
.science and technology, reaped such good harvests as in 
the last t^v■o years. Over 20 per cent of our cooperatives 
have attained their target of 5 tons of rice per hectare 
per year. The pro\'iDces in the foviucr Fourth Zone (from 
Thaiihhoa to the demarcation line-Pub.) iuv\'e brought 
Jn record harvests in conditions of fierce fighting. Buffa- 
loes, cowH, pigs liave grown its number. In industry, we 
have niulti plied capital construction and enlarged indus- 
Irial estabhshments. In particular, we have expanded 
and increased the network of local industry and handi- 
crafts, thus strengthening the relations between industry 
and agriculture and iielping various localities realize 
'' on-the-spot logistics '". Our communications and irans- 
port service has kept going in spite of the enemy's fierce 
attacks. As a result, the communications between various 
areas within our country and with foreign countries have 
not only been ensured but also developed in certain 
regions. Although North Vietnam is at war, the prices of 
goods remain stable, the people's living conditions are 
not only maintained at normal level, but also ini proved 
io certain fields. Along with the technical revolution 
the socialist relations of production in all branches have 
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been improved steadily aad satisfactorily. Dae to a 
reform in education and an intensified Irainlng of cadres, 
this school-year (1965 ~ 1966} has opened with the I 
greaLest ever known nnmher of pupils and schools, The f 
number of cadres trained aL home aud abroad is hliii'her 
ihan in the preceding yeai's. In production, examples of 
heroism are fomid everywhere. After ten months of 
sabotage air attachs by the U.S. iiuperialists, North 
Vietnam, the rear of the revolution for the M^iole country, 
has been further consolidated. 

In the South, the Johnson-McNamara plan has already j 
met with a serious setback. The U.S. massive military 
buiid-up has failed to (diange the relation of forces and 
hinder the pcop]o^s revolutionary movement. The niore 
U.S. troops are dispatcbed to South Vietnam the higher 
their losses. The AnieJcan imperialists have boasted 
thai with liic end oi the rainy season their position i 
has improved whereas the '' Viet Cong " 's activities 
have declined. But in reality, in the fir.st nine months of 
last year, the Liberation arjned forces annihilated 27 
enemy battalions, wiped out 8,080 American officers f 
aud men, destroyed over 600 planes, aud disintegrated 
hundreds of ihousands of puppet troops. It is to be 
noted that as the U.S. put in massive reinforcements, j 
the South Vietnamese army and people recorded I 
greater and greater victories. At the beginning of the • 
dry season they boasted that from then onwards the 
■'Viet Cong'' would have to ''phase down" frona large- 
scale actions to small-unit operations. But, the truth is < 
that during last October and November, the South \ 
Vietnamese armed foiM^es and people hit the enemy 
harder, \nlh more concentrated forces than ever, com- 
pletely wiped out 19 U.S. and puppet battalions in- 
cluding 4 armoured U.S. battalions and 4 U.S. infantr)^ 
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battalions, that is thi'ee-quarters of the total of enemy 
battahons annihilated in the first nine months of 1965. 
The South Vietnam Liberation armed forces have made 
big progress iji tactics aud lechnique. Their coiubat 
skill has remarkably increased. At the beginning, 
they could destroy only small imits here and there, they 
.■ire now capable of wiping out battalions and entire 
lactical groups. Regional armed forces and guerillas have 
also been able to annihilate whole enemy companies. 
Several imits considered as the most modern and anions 
the best have been knocked out of actiou. Meanwhile, 
the Liberation Army, especially the i^egional armed forces 
aud guerillas have continued to thin out Auaerican and 
fjiippet troops, preventing them from supporting each 
other. Also in October and November last, the Liberation 
i'orces strongly attacked the enemy's logistic and air 
bases and destroyed 300 American aircraft, half as many 
as those destroyed in the first nine months of 1965. 
In Deceinber, the South Vietnam Liberation Aimy won 
big victories at Uauticng, Dongduong not far from Saigon, 
were active in all theatres of operations and annihilated 
himdreds of pilots right in Saigon. 

As President Nguyen Huu Tho said in his speech at 
the meeting in celebratio]i of the fifth founding anniver- 
sary of the South Vietnam National Front for Liberalion 
on December 20, 1965, "' Our position is now more stable 
and our forces stronger than ever before. The big victo- 
ries we have won bear a profound political and militarv 
significance. All this constitutes a firm basis for us to 
utterly foil the bellicose and aggressive policy of the 
U.S. imperialists and achieve the complete liberation 
of our beloved country. " 

Now" that wo look back to the year 1965, the first 
year of our people's fight against the U.S. aggressors for 
national salvation, we feel more condifent with the coming 
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of the new year. The hig trial in 1965 has clearly showii^ 
us the factors which make our final victory certain : 

1. Our people/s struggle for national salvation is a 
just and revolutionary one. It is carried out under a 
clearsighted leadership and along a correi.'t pohtical and 
military line in accordance wdth Marxisni-Leninii>m 
creatively applied to the specific conditions of our country. 

2. Our people have a noble tradition of solidarity in 
the fight against foreign invasion. Tempered in the flames 
of the August Revolution, the resistance war against the 
French colonialists, and the present struggle against the 
American aggressors, this sohdarity has grown stronger 
than ever. 

3. Our people's war lias an ever-mounting force and' 
extremely A^aried forms of action. We keep the initiative 
in all circumstances, continually driving the enemy into 
a defensive position. With the South, the Brass Wall 
of the Fatherland, as the great front and the socialist 
North as the great rear, our people's war in both zones 
sweeps like a storm. 

4. Wo enjoy the sympathy and support of the socialist 
camp, the international communist and workers'mo vement 
the peace-and justice-loving people throughout the world. 
As for the U,S. imperialists, they have been driven into 
more serious isolation every day and everywhere e^'en 
in the United States. 

Our people will certainly win. 

The U.S, imperiaUsts will certainly be defeated. | 
However, at present, the U.S. warmongers still persist' 
in their scheme of intensifying and extending the aggres- 
sive war in South Vietnam, and are stepping up escalation 
against North Vietnam, in an attempt to intimidate 
our people in both parts of the country. At the same 
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time, they are fanning up the flames of war in Laos and 
increasing provocations against Cambodia, thus threat- 
ening the independence, neutrality and territorial 
integrity of our two neighbouring and friendly countries. 

Facing such a situation, our people have to make deep 
changes in their way of thinking a ad style af work so 
as to develop to the utmost their ability to take initiative 
in all circumstances and further heighten their fighting 
spirit and their sense of responsibility and have a truly 
revolutionary attitude in their work. Tliis will help them 
strengthen their solidarity and determination to defeat 
the American aggressors and carry on the building of 
socialism with a view to bringing to complete victory 
their cause of national salvation and sociahsl construction. 

What shall we, intellectuals, do ? 

2, The Vietnamese intellectuals in the resistance war against 
the French colonialists 

The past twenty years constitute a decisive turning 
point in our history. Through the unflinching struggle 
against the Japanese, the French and then the American 
imperialist invaders, our people have been tempered 
into an iron bloc, firmly holding the destiny of 
the country in their hands. Our people have been 
successfully, step by step building socialism in the North, 
defeating one after another all the aggressive schemes 
of the U.S. imperialists in the South. At present, they 
arc becoming stronger and stronger in the fight against 
the enezny's design of intensifying, expanding and pro- 
longing the war. Formerly few people knew about our 
nation. Now the world is looking towards Southeast 
Asia, expressing its sympathy with our people, and 
giving an ever more vigorous support to our great struggle. 



During these twenty- five arduous and glorious years, 
wcj Yielnamese iutellectuals; have kept pace with our 
people in their march forward. 

Before the August Revolution, in response Lo the 
call and under tlie Icaderslnj) of ihc vanguard Party of 
the proletariat, many of ns Look part i;a or supported 
tlie extremely hard struggle waged by the labouring 
people for national independence, freedom and democra- 
cy. This struggle aimed also at achies'ing a national, 
scientific and popular culture. 

When the August Revolution Iriuuiphed many more 
intellectuals rallied around the Parly and President 
Ho Chi Mudi, and earnestly participated in the building 
of the people's democratic regime In the whole of libe- 
rated Vietnajn. h\>r the first lime, our brain was set free 
together with the creative labour of the entire people. fiJut 
a month later, the French colonialists started aggression 
in the South. The resistance war began and on December 
19, 1946 it assumed a nation-wide scale. The intellectuals 
sided with the resistance, full of enthusiasm and confi- 
dence. The example of President Ho Chi Minh, comrades 
Le Duan, Truong Chinh, Pham Van Dong, Vo Nguyen 
Giap, symbols of the intelligentsia, the working class 
and the nation, encouraged them to follow I he armed 
revolutionary struggle. Many joined the army, and 
together witli the peasant-soldiers marched southward 
or westward or went to the maquis or remained in the 
capital to fight the enemy. A number of them fell but 
their deaths filled Uieir comrades with greater dctei'- 
mination and strength. .Many became medical workers, 
arras producers or enginecB^ putting their knowledge 
and creative activities at the service of the front. Others 
taught in schools from anti-iUiteracy classes to universi- 
ties, swelling the ranks of cadres and fostering them while 
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endeavouring to create a contingent of intellectuals 
(iom among the workers and peasants. Others again 
worked in government ofl'ices, contributing to the build- 
ing of the State machine and to the intricate mana- 
gement of the people's dtsmocratic regime which had 
lo tackle the problem of production while conducting 
the war. 

For the first time, we came to realize that ; in the 
face of a rash enemy with large nmnbers of troops 
and weapons and many experiences in the tech- 
nique of repression and war making, our people imbued 
with deep hatred, closely united into a solid bloc and 
having a high spirit of self-reliaxice and boundless con- 
fidence in the Party, could win more and more victories 
as they fought and became stronger with every passing 
day. 

Also for the first tinxe, we realized clearly that under 
the new regime, the intellectuals had practically served 
the people and given substantial contributions and that 
the more they served, the more their abilities developed. 

We have clearly seen the decisive role of the collec- 
tive and the profound significance of the Party's line. 
The collective is our sweet home, the source of our strength 
and the melting-pot to temper our virtues, style of 
work and thoughts. It is a fertile soil to foster and devel- 
op every individual. The Party's line is the compass 
showing the way to all victories ; It is the weaj.on of our 
struggle, the basis to achieve solidarity and the inexhaus- 
tible source of all strength. It is not a God send, it stems 
from the people then returns to the people to serve them. 

Together with the people, wo join in building the 
the Party's line in the process of grasping and imple- 
menting it. In applying it, our people and we intellec- 
tuals are the real masters of our countrv- 
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Our regime is I'eally democratic. That is why nobody 
can deceive us with the faked democracy of the bourgeois 
regime. Armed with this conception and tliose feelinpfs, 
we warmly hailed democratic reforms such as reduction 
of land rent and agricultural taxes which were put into 
effect in the last few years of the resistance war. We 
particularly acclaimed and made active contributions 
to bringing the land reform to success, thus putting an 
end to the age-old feudal regime which had existed in 
our country. This increased our strength to defeat the 
French aggressive army and march forward to win his- 
toric victories at Dienbienphu and in Geneva. 



3. The North Vietnamese lintellectuals in socialist construction 

Since the restoration of peace, in completely liberated 
North Vietnam, we intellectuals have, together with 
our people, emulated one another in rehabilitating 
our country and enthusiastically engaged in the 
social, cultural, ideological and technical revolutions 
to build socialism by steady steps. The fine aspirations 
we have been nurturing in our heart for a long time 
have now become part of the great goal of the struggle 
of our people, namely, to abolish ihe exploitation of 
man by man, to put an end to poverty and backward- 
ness and rapidly make our country catch up with advan- 
ced countries in the world. Deeply aware that revolu- 
tion is the cause of the masses, our people's demo- 
cratic regime on the one hand has vigorously broadened 
the contingent of intetLectuals from among the workers 
and peasants, and on the other, brought science, tech- 
nology, culture and art to the masses of the working 
people. 
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We have rapidly and basically eliminated illiteracy 

ard practically popularized primary education in the 
vvliole of North Vietnam. 

We have made efforts to apply modern medicine to 
the conditions of our country by giving priority to 
prophylaxis ami by combining Eastern and Western 
ijietlicincs, which is possible only under the new regime. 
We have recorded big achievements in developing me- 
dicine and in improving the people's health. Such 
chronic diseases as trachoma and malaria have been 
basically wiped out, such epidemics as cholera, diarrhoea 
widespread in the South no longer threaten the North. 
The average life expectation of our people in the 
North now approximates 59 years. The infant morta- 
lity rate has been reduced to one of the lowest in the 
world. 

Beside these two fine realizations of the regime — 
education and [)ublic healtli — others embellish the 
spring of socialism in North Vietnam. 

In agronomy, our intellectuals persistently combine 
teacliing and research work with their activities in the 
agricultural cooperation movement. In this movement, 
together with the peasants, they engage in production 
arid carry oiJt technical experiments and improvements. 
In so doing they are firmly confident that they bring 
knowledge to thi- peasants so that they may apply and 
develop il, and, at the same time, they themselves learn 
long-standing experiences which they strive to raise to a 
theoretical level and help them determine the basic themes 
for agronomic researcli in our country. The big result of 
tliis orientation is that after ten years of hard but enthu- 
siastic work, our agronomy has played a worthy part in 
increasing productivity, crop yield and in multiplying 
our cattle, thereby contributing to the elaboration of 
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the scientific basis of our Party's revolutionary poUcv 
of intensive cultivation to raise productivity. On the 
other hand, we have, through our direct participation 
in tlie ti'ansformation of the relations of production in 
the countryside, tempered our character, strengthened 
our class stand and mass viewpoint; and acquired a 
dynamic and practical style of work. 

In industry, building and communications, during 
the past eleven years of peaceful construction, there 
have been built almost from scrap in funds, raw ma- 
terials, knowledge and experiences, about 2,000 bi£< and ' 
small factories for heavy and H<,dit irtdustries. nuUions 
of square metres of housing space, thnusanHs of bridges, 
tens of thousands of kilometres of roads and railways 
and irrigation canals. During the first years of construc- 
tion, we enjoyed at home and abroad the assistance of 
the scientists, engineers and workers of the socialist 
countries in guidance, teaching and training. At pre- 
sent, except for some new and big projects, all others 
are designed and built by ourselves. We have designed 
electric pumps, diesel motors, locomotives, cnrriages, 
tank-cars, small and medium-sized ships, post and tele- 
communication machinery, and many machines for 
.equipping our agriculture, light industry and handi- 
crafts. 

Thanks to these enthusiastic efforts exerted by thou- 
sands of engineers, technicians and workers who have 
stood shoulder to shoulder with, and learned from one 
another in designing as well as in building, only ten years I 
after the restoration of peace, we are proud of having 
made worth}'- contriljutioiTS to the big achievements j 
recorded by North Vietnam in equipping by ourselves ■ 
over 20 per cent of our national economy, providing ' 
ourselves with almost all items of light industry that 
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we need. In tiie movement aimed at promoting inno- 
vations and improving technique^ and that of the '"' Three 
for" and ''Three against" we have traiiied a now con- 
tingent of intcUcctuals with ]ugh class consciousness, 
increasing technical level, ardent revolutionary zeal 
and strong will to go forward. The two-year water con- 
servancy drive of great revolutionary significance which 
invoU'ed millions of technicians, workers, peasants, and 
leading cadres, shows the incxliaustiblo strength of the 
masses " marching into science and technology" to ful- 
fil their production task and transform natm^e. 

A task c[aite new for us, formerly regarded as the 
exclusive hunting ground of the French colonialists, is 
prospecting the natural resources and investigating 
into the natural conditions of our couiitry. It will help 
our people in a fundamental way become the real 
masters of their destin}-. This task has been stepped up. 

With an enthusiasm unknown before, our workers in 
geology, hydraulics, meteorology, pedology, oceano- 
graphy, map drawing, researchers in medicinal plants, 
ffjrestry, botany, zoology, entomology, have dug into 
the secrets of our tropical country, so diversified and 
so beautiful. Workhig near impetuous rapides, on remote 
high peaks, in dense jungles or on the high sea, they 
have collected many docutncnts and drawn up data 
serving production, national defence, prevention against 
typhoons, floods, tides and crop insects to help effi- 
ciently work out long or short-1erni State plans and 
create favourable conditions for our peasants, fishermen 
and other labouring people to struggle against natm-al 
calamities, to best arrange their work and thoroughly 
tap their country's wealth. 

Itl a word, we can say that thanks to the efforts exerted 
in basic prospection in the past eleven years, oiir 
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scientists and peoi>ie now know more, and more accu- 
rately, the natural conditioriS of our country than in the 
bvaono several thousaxid years. 

In recent years, we have not overlooked ihe dcAi']- 
opment ol those bi-auches dcalhig with theoretical 
studies, aware thai wilhoul tlieory we cannot promote 
the revohiLiou in science, technique, culture and idc(^- 
loo-y, go forward l.o meet the requirenienls of ihe socialist 
revolulion, nor bring out and demouiitrale the supe- 
riority of our regime and gain the upper hand in the 
vital struggle betw^een the tw^o paths in ihc world at 
present, socialist and capitahst. Failing this, wo would 
encounter avoidable difficulties in leading our country- 
on the glorious Init very difficult path toward social- 
ism by bypasshig the stage of capitalist, developmenl. 
Though at the present stage the task of those branches 
is to train cadres and carry out organizational woi-U, 
w^e have already made initial stops full of promises in 
mathematics, physics, chemistry, biology, geology and 
geography. Some of the works done are of high quality. 
Besides natural sciences, wc have set up and developed 
many branches dealing witli literature, linguistics, econ- 
omy, history, ethnology, archeology and Marxism- 
Leninism. We have not only raised our theoretical level 
but also begun turning oiir attention to serving and 
making ever more effective contributions to the cultural 
and ideological revolulion in Nnrtli AHetnam. At the 
same time, we have been conibaling the Ijaekward and 
reactionary viewpoints which the U.S. imperiahsts are 
trying to spread in South Vietnam. 

Since their First Congres^ cultural and art workers have 
made steady steps forward. Frcm serving the broad masses 
they have become able to produce good works as to 
their artistic value, ideological level and national character 
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In the resistance war, leaving their towers of ivory 
where their activities were to serve a small number of 
Qiuaieui's, the writers and artists engaged in o new life. 
It was the hfe of the heroic fighters of the powerful people's 
army, of the workers endeavouring to innovate and 
produce arms and munitions which helped us to cope 
with and vanquish the crack army of a big industrial 
countr}'. It was the life of the devoted war supjDly wor- 
kers, of tiie peasants striving to obtain better crops in 
order to cater for the front and the protracted war. It 
was ihe beautiful and many-sided life of tens of na- 
tional minorities which contributed to the formation 
of the age-old and rich culture of the Vielnamese people, 
theatrical and dance troupes have enriched our tradi- 
tional heritage and made painstaking efforts in crea- 
tion and training to serve the workers, peasants and 
army men, while helping them engage in art creation 
and performance for iheir own pleasure. Moreoverj our 
cultiiral and art workers have done an extremely valua- 
ble thing by depicting to bequeath to the future gene- 
rations, tbe finest and most stirring images of our people 
in fighting and production during the resistance war 
in their musical notes, poems, paintings and folk songs. 

Since the restoration of peace, they have enthusias- 
tically entered a now period with a nobler goal in view : 
to serve the grand socialist construction and the build- 
ing of a culture and art national in character and social- 
ist in content. In the past ele^'en years, culLure and art 
have strongly developed. They have expanded, attained 
a higher level and gone deep into our people's great 
life, in harmony with it and with the far-reaching trans- 
formation of our society. 
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llie cuiturai 'and art movenicnt of the masses lias 
been promoted more vigoronsly than ever, reflecting 
the enihiisiasm of the iafoounng maEses in building the 
material and technical bases of socialism, warmly wel- 
coming the big changes advocated by the Party in the 
Avay of life and thinkiag, in the relations between ]nan 
and man, and praising the new man of our society. 

Our people's cultural patrimony has been sea relied, 
restored and exploited. Though only an initial step it 
is enough for us to see that under the deep influence of 
the French colonialists' distortions we greatly under- 
estimated our cultural heritage. We have discovered that 
five thousand years ago, at Vaudien for example, we 
had already extremely fine stone jewels ; three thou- 
sand years ago, we had an original and highly devel- 
oped copper culture. In the eleventh century, we 
set up the Thai Hoc Yien, a sort of academy. Before 
the twelfth century, we had already elaborated our o^vn 
script. In the fifteenth century, while Britain had hardly 
come out of the War of the Roses, we had our pleiad, i 
the Tao Dan, which represented a flourishing period of the 
Vietnamese poetry. The folklore of the national minorities 
has been fnrther studied, bringing us an exuberant and 
colourful source of sentiments and art creation, the dan- 
ces, melodies and, first and foremost, the musical scales 
of the nationalities in the High Plateaux. Besides, we 
have acquainted ourselves with, and learnt froni, foreign 
art, in particular the classical art of the West. AVe have 
also devoted efforts and time to study the basic problems I 
of art according to the Marxist -Leninist view])oint. Ten 
years are not a long peri^4 ^i^ ^i^^^e, but thanks to 
our efforts, a culture and art has taken shape in Us 
fundamental features and main orientation, national 
in character and socialist in content. f 
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Fully aware that man k the most ^'ahlahlo assei, nil 
our scientific, technical, literai-y and art branches have 
made all-oat efforts to increase the contingent of intel- 
lectuals, especially from among the basic strata. Reso- 
lutely carrying out the Pai^ty's educational line we have 
contributed to the training of over 20,000 cadres with 
liigher education and 90,000 with secondary education, 
wliOj together will] tens of ihouaands of others are rai- 
sing their level by themselves lo assimie the various 
tasks assigned them b)- the Parly and Govex'ument, 
This contingent is a iiundred times bigger than that 
before the Revolution and our intellectuals have com- 
pletely remoulded themselves with regard to their ideo- 
logy, devotion to the people, organizational ability 
as well as professional qualification. Most of our intellec- 
tuals come from labouring people's famihes. Women 
and those belonging to the national minorities account 
for an increasing proportion. 

Carrying forward the glorious traditions of Nguyen 
Trai, Le Quy Don, Phan Dinh Phung and continuing the 
revolutionary cause of Le Houg Phongj Hoang Van 
Thu, To Hieu and others, this new contingent of intel- 
lectuals issued from the people, are making sacrifices 
in their struggle for the people, and enjoy their love 
and su]>port. They are worthy of being a revolutionary 
army. 

Looking back to the path they have traversed, strewn 
with hai^dships but also with Ijrilliant achievements to 
transform nature, society and themselves, the Viet- 
namese intellectuals are rightly proud of their contri- 
butions to the people's revolutionary cause, of their 
rapid growth, and are deeply and forever grateful to 
the Party and President Ho Chi j\Iinh who have educated 
and helped them. 



TYI 



65 



.1 



4. Through the struggle against American aggression the North 
Vietnamese intellectuals have grown up together with our people. 

Since the U.S. imperialists have frantically attacked 
North Vietnam, the revolution has switched over to a 
new form. Highly mdignant and with deeper hatred, 
the intellectuals have been still more active in taking 
a direct part, together with our compatriots in the 
South as well as in the North, in the fight to wipe 
out the enemy. A number of them have joined the army 
while others are zealously serving the struggle by all 
means in their respective jobs. The new mtuation re- 
minded a great many among them of the past resist- 
ance war against the French colonialists ; they then 
left their cosy homes and embarked on a new life, a 
knapsack on their shoulders. All their work tools con- 
sisted of no more than a pen, a note-book or a mut;ical 
instrument. Yet they fulfilled their tasks successfully. 

But things are different now. We arc now staging a: 
technical revolution and a cultural and ideological 
revolution whose great contents have been laid down 
at the Third National Congress of the Vietnam Work- 
ers' Party and at the following sessions of its Central 
Committee. These contents are being actively put into 
effect and initial successes have been recorded. 

With the development of science and culture, the 
intellectuals are bound to their technical installations^ 
laboratories and observation stations. A few hours of 
electric cut would spoil years of study on a new specie 
men of microbe. A symphonic orchestra needs at leasf 
some trucks to carry the^ necessary equipment. The 
evacuation of the towns which might be bon^bed, and the 
setting up of new installations require considerable, 
efforts from us. ' 
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We warmly welcome the Party's policy of carrying 
out production and fighting at the same time and of 
continuing socialist construction. We are strugglino- to 
defeat the U.S. aggressors in both South and North, lo 
defend production, safeguard and push ahead the build - 
jng of socialism. We |)yodnce to support a protracted 
struggle and to ensure that once peaoe is restored, we 
will step up socialist construction on a still larger scak>. 

The air attacks on North V'ietuam bv tiio U.S. imne- 
nalisis remind us that over the past twenty years, our 
people as a whole have always carried out production 
and figliting alongside. In our former protracted resist- 
ance war we firmly grasped this policy and therefore 
won. ^-ictory. In the past ten years, the South Jias been 
fighting and the North boost uig producUon to build 
a solid basis for the struggle. Now, all our country is 
producing aud fighting at tlie same lime, with North 
Vietiuun as the big revolutionary rear. 

As tile situation has become more pressing and the 
requirements of the revolution greater, we ivill make 
use of the people's mettle engendered by the fight against 
U.S. imperiahsm for national salvation to carry out 
more rapidh^ and better the revolutionary tasks set 
forth by the Third National Congress of the Part v. The 
point is throughly to grasp the Pai-ty's line and to 
be determlued to get in close contact wdth life, turn 
our mind toward the hghliag localities, tow^ard the 
mountain and coastal fronthne areas in order to re- 
arrange all our work properly. Naturally, vre must face 
any situation with initiaUvc, avoid conservatism and the 
cult of tlic old. and at the same time overcome our sluggishj 
formalistic and irrealistic peace-time style of work. In 
this respect, let the inmge of Nguyen Van Troi ^Yho 
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Jived and died for the revolution , always optimistic and 
nev(3r lacking initiative, be an example for us all. 

Once again, we have gone deep into the realities of 
life, which have helped us settle many problems at Jirst 
seemingly unsolvable. But unhke twenty years ago, 
we now enjoy many new and basic favourable coudi- 
tions ; our ranks are larger aod stronger ; we are better 
armed both professioiially and ideologically. Most of 
lis have been tempered in lighting and production. 
Moreover, the North has witnessed changes in the rela- 
iions of production and the basic ehniination of the ', 
exploitation of man by man. The economic and na- 
lional defence potential have powerfully increased, and 
the cultural and scientific level of the masses have been 
raised. Revolutionary enthusiasm is prevailing among 
our entire people. Suffice it to go to the former Foaith 
Zone and the Vinhlinii area on the Seventeenth paral- 
lel to realize this truth more clearly and in every field : 
once the masses of the people are incensed by profound 
hatred for the enemy and grasp the Party's line, the-l|| 
further the U.S. imperialists step up their aggression, the 
heavier their defeat. The masses' struggle and victo- 
ries stimulate their creative spirit, production is boosted, 
technicpie is improved, production norms in output and 
quality are overfulfilled and the study and populari- 
zation of science and technique are more heartily wel- 
comed and successfully carried out. Thus, the building 
of socialism will be more strongly impulsed. We have 
heard of miracles of this kind in the South, now we 
witness similar ones in the North itself. 
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General education has de;vclopod more powerfully" 
than ever before : there arc now 3,000,000 full-time 
pupils and 1,000,000 gro^^oi-ups attending spare- time 
complementary classes and more than 100,000 teachers. 



The medical sei*vice is vigorously spreading to the 
districts and villages. It is building in one year a net- 
work about ten times larger than that established in 
many previous yeai's. The experiences of the former 
Fourth zone in serving the fight has elucidated many 
medical problems and helped improve leadership in 
professional work as well. 

Agricultural w'orkers, particularly those sent out by 
1 raining schools and institutes, were welcomed and 
assisted by the people in the rural areas. Tliis has ena- 
bled them rapidly to turn to account their knowledge 
in service of the recent summer and winter crops. Thus 
they could find out in what concrete direction a net- 
work of experimental installations sliould be erected as 
a basis for deeper study of ways and means to practise 
intensive cultivation in all pai'ts of North Vietnam. 

Technical wox'kers, including groups specializing in 
mathematics, physics, chemistry, biology and geography, 
have found the best ground to dcA-clop their abilities 
in service of national defence, communications and 
transport. 

Oil the main communication lines which have been 
bearing the brunt of enemy air attacks, engineers and 
mathematic cadres have solved hard problems in theory 
as in practice. We have repaired old bridges and built 
new ones, ferried trucks across rivers, dug new canals, 
repaired and built roads, and regulated transport by 
most original methods, both modern and rudimentary. 

Sent to various localities, our engineers in machine 
building, electricity, metallurgy and chemistry, have 
contributed to the construction of local industry and 
made industry actively serve agricultm'e. In a num- 
ber of places we can find in thatched bouses groups of 
technical cadres of various branches of the same age. 
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rormin<4' some kind of rose arc] icrs' co-opera lives, who 
togetliev determine the themes and direction of their 
researches. In co-ordination with the local Parly Com- 
mittees, they mobiUze the masses lo undertake expe- 
riments and appHcations. It is necessary to develop 
furtlicr this form of co-operation, for it is an extremely 
important factor in the technical revolution. Basic 
prospectian iu the recent period has met certain diffi- 
culties because the requirements of our comilry became 
higher whereas some working conditions have not yet 
been stabihzed- But our engineers have endeavoured 
to overcome those difficulties, gradually rearranged their 
organization, improved their observation and recording 
methods, applied more suitable ones and rehed more on 
the people w^hose cultural level has been raised a great 
deal. Thanks to these effocts, prospeetion work continues 
to develop since the beginning of the dry season. 

All branches of social sciences, less dependent on ma- 
terial and technical bases, have rapidly switched oN'er 
to the study of the social struggles iu our country. They 
thereby contribute to its social transformation and the 
fostering- of the ne^v man. They have played their part 
iu determining the law of social development in Viet- 
nam, in upholding the national spirit, and in heighten- 
ing the masses' patriotism and understanding of Marx- 
ism-Leninism. They have also provided help lo solve 
various questions related to the management of the 
Stale in the conditions of the fight against U.S. aggres-j 
sion, and to refute the distortions, ideologies and vie\\'s 
widely spread by the enemy in the South and smuggled 
in the North. Despite the s^iousness of the situation 
we carefully prepared ynd well organized the celebra- 
iion of the200lh blrlii anniversary of Poet Nguyen Du, 
an event of great significance a I luy.nc and abroad. 
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Working iji different localities our specialists in histor- 
ical, ethnological and linguistic sciences have made 
important discoveries serviiig production and the 
struggle against aggression. 

The economic branches are studying the management 
m agricultural co-operatives, local industry and the 
mountain areas' economy in order to help bring into 
effect the new economic orientation required by the 
circumstances. 

Cultural and art workers are enthusiastically pene- 
trating into the people's life to serve production and 
fighting. To depict our new man and our new life in 
she present situation they have visited gun emplace- 
ments to make on-the-spot notes and sketches, plays 
and films, registering the glorious minutes lived by our 
army and people in their duel with the U.S. piratical 
planes. A number of elaborate works have been produced 
such as the films « The Beacon. Banner *^ and '^ Sea of 
Flames ^^ and the opera ^^ Young Sao ^K A play and 
a film on Hero Nguyen Van Troi are being prepared. 
Many groups have split into sn.aller ones with 
light equipment to tour fighting areas such as Vinhlinh 
on the 17th parallel and other areas. At the same 
time, cultural and art activities in the localities have 
been normalized and strengthened, and the mass 
movement in creation and performance goes on devel- 
oping. Anumber of co-operatives have their own troupes, 
a number of provinces have organized festivals to per- 
form "Against U.S. aggression for national salvation" 
items. 

One of our big successes is the splitting of colleges 
and middle professional schools, bringing these cultural 
centres to different places including the mountain re- 
gions to ensure seciu'ity for study and research, and 
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simultaneously lo serve scienlific and technical develop- 
ment as well as production and fighting tliere. This 
creates furtiicr opportunities for our teachei's and stu- 
dents to have closer contact with reality and the masses. 
Faced with the new circumstances our schools have i 
revised their objectives and their programs to shorten 
the time of study, train more cadres, intensify political 
and ideological education, and attach more importance 
to production so that they may be self-sufficient in 
foodstuffs and ef|uipment. M 

In short, the first year of the resistance against U.S. 
aggression has been one of great victories for our people 
and oar intellectuals in particular. Our enemy has a 
high scientific and technical level, he is using modern 
means and nurturing machiavellian designs. To cope with 
him, we have an army which has been modernized, the 
material and technical bases of socialism built in the 
first steps, scientific, technical, cidtural and art workers 
growing incessantly in number and qualification. The 
scientific and cultural level of the masses has been raised 
too, oor social structure is an advanced and tightly knit 
one, That is why the intellectuals' role in the war for 
natiojial salvation will become ever more important. 

We are proud of the successes recorded by our heroic 
people, under tJie leadership of our Marxist-Leninist 
Paj-ty, We are also proud of our oivn contributions. In:l 

boldly penetj'alJng into our people's life, we have seen 
that it is extremely beautiful, that our Party's line is 
completely correct and that we have every possibility 
to defeat the U.S. aggressors and continue to build 
sociaUsm. We have seen Justus well that our intellec- 
tuals are fully capable of serving production and lighting 
and of pushing further ahead the technical, cultural 
and ideological revolution. 



72 



In the heat of the struggle, whether in the mountain 
areas or at the front, we are better aware of the strength 
of the masses in the conquest of science and technology. 
We have acquired valuable experiences which will 
luring our national salvation war and our socialist revo- 
lution to complete victory. 

5. Together with our people, the Vietnamese intellectuals are 
resolved to bring the struggle against U.S. aggression for 
national salvation and socialist rexolution to complete victory 

The struggle oi our people against U.S. aggression will 
be harder and fiercer. 

Our people from North to South have won great succes- 
ses. We intellectuals have also recorded many achieve- 
ments and drawn many experiences. But compared with 
the tasks lying ahead our achievements and experiences 
are but an initial step. To go forward, we have severely 
to review our shortcomings and weaknesses in thinking, 
style and methods of work so as to better understand 
our political tasks, the aim and main directions of our 
activities, and cope with the present situation while 
preparing for the next stage of the revolution. 

At present, we should achieve a radical change in our 
mood and thinking. To defeat the American imperialists 
w'Q must fight a protracted war. To this end, a lomporary 
effort, however strenuous, cannot be sufficient. The 
revolutionary cause of our whole nation is going to 
embark on a new stage, that of an ever-fiercer armed 
slruggle coupled with ever more vigorous work in building 
socialism. That stage will he a long one, it will undergo 
complex developments, The enemy wdll not fail to draw 
experiences for himself and make quick changes. We 
should manage to operate quicker changes to cope with 
the situation and the enemy's " escalation ". For this 
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purpose we musl always master the situation and act 
with initiative, go forward resolutely and never retreal, 
ready to fight for another five, tea, twenty years and 
longer if need he until complete victory is won. Let us 
bear in mind President Ho Chi Minli's appeal of April iO, 
1965, the profound significance of which we realize more 
clearly at this hour. 

'' I call on you, compatriots and fighters, to constantly 
heighten your revo]utio]iary heroism, vigilance and 
fighting spirit, to promote emulation, redouble your 
efforts, resolutely o\^erconie all difficulties, endeavour to 
build and defend socialist North Vietnam and whole- 
heartedly support the patriotic struggle of our fellow- 
country-men in the Soutb. 

Let us all single-minded! y unite, millions like one 
man, and be determined to defeat the U.S. aggressors ! 

For the future of our Fatherland, for the happiness of 
our people, let our compatriots and fighters throughout 
the country vahantly march forward ! 

We will face difficulties and hardships because wo are 
at war, because ours is the enemy of happiness, intelligence, 
progress and life, the enemy of all mankind at present. 
That enemy is a very perfidious one. We must be vigilant, 
maintain ever closer contact with reahty, with life, and 
with the w-orldng people who are the most staunch, 
vigilant and powerful adversary of the U.S. imperialist 
aggressors. During the resistance war against the French', 
colonialists, living amidst the realities of Ufc, among the^ 
masses, we made big changes and progress, and broughtj 
our share to a tremendous victory, the liberation ofi 
half of our country. Over the i^fst eleven years, maintain- 
ing contact with the realities of life and the masses we 
have made a step further and given a worthy coatribution 
to the building of socialism in North Vietnam as a steady 
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basis for the struggle for national reunification. Meanwhile, 
we have served to the best of our abilities the sacred 
armed struggle of our Southern conipatriots. Since the 
beginning of 1965, keeping in close touch with life and 
the masses, we have effected other changes, but obviously 
that is not enough. Time is required for us to temper 
ourselves in the fire of the fight. Until now, generally 
speaking, we have not yet tightly linked theory ^vith 
practice, our thinking with the realities of life, and oursel- 
\'cs with the masses. We have to make further efforts 
I o strengthen our standpoint and determination, heighten 
our conviction of our people's ineluctable victory, and 
our self-confidence and our national pride. 

Therefore, first and foremost we should still deeper 
penetrate into the realities of life and the masses, that 
is into the source of our strength and our sentiments and 
the criterium of truth. Then, we w^ill be able to grasp the 
Party's line, have enough determination to fulfil our 
duiies and enough slrength to fight to the end, to check 
whatever warfare, no matter how big the enemy's militar\- 
effectives and whatever weapons they may use. Tlien 
Avc will be able to continue Ijuilding socialism in war 
lime and train ourselves into socialist intellectuals. TLeii, 
our daily w^ork will bear a great significance, and we 
will carry out all our tasks with a high sense of responsi- 
bility, with the will and The bearing of a victor. 

Armed with this understanding, we will resolutely 
mobilize all our forces and develop all our capacities to 
ensure victory over the U.S. imperialist aggressors. 

W^e wnll resolutely push forwai'd our technical revohi- 
tion, that is, concretely speaking, scientific researches, 
technical improvement and basic prospeclion to serve 
production, the people's life and national defence, and 
at the same time, the building of the material and 
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technical bases of socialism. We will promote educational 
reforms and increase both the scale and quality of our 
work in the training of a contingent of cadres strong 
enough to meet the mounting requirements of production 
and fighting. We will help the armymen and laboiiring 
people master science and technique, thus enabUng them 
10 figlit and produce better and more efficiently. M 

We are resolved to posh forward the cultural and 
ideological revolution. We will place culture, ULerature 
and art at the service of the workers, peasants and army- 
men. We will endeavour, in our own sphere of activities, 
to materialize the spirit of the mottoes ; "a plough in one 
hand and a gun in the other", "a hammer in one hand 
and a gun in the other", and that of the "Three ready's " 
and '•Tiuee responsibilities". We will strive to develop 
revolutionary heroism and enhance om^ determinatioQ 
to win final victory over the U.S. aggressors. 

We are resolved through the fire of the fight to realize 
the goal of the ideological and cultural revolution, which 
is to overcome the people's old world and life outlook 
and educate them along the Marxist-Leninist lines so 
lb. at Marxism-Leninism will guide their thinking and 
serve as the basis for the moral life of our society. 

We are resolved to go to the countryside, the mountain 
areas and front-line and to help turn ihem into fighting 
fortresses, strong producing areas, the hearths of the 
technical, cultural and ideological revolution. 

We are resolved to satisfy the immediate requirements 
of the situation and at the same time to spare forces for 
the study of basic and long-term problems. ^ 

We are resolved to suppoi^ our compatriots in the 
South and make this support more powerful and effective 
with every passing day. We place full confidence m them . 
and will learn from them as much as we can. 



We are resolved to raise still higher om banner of 
independence and peace and to win the sympathy of 
the people and intellectuals of the world. Only the 
strengthening of our revolutionary struggle in the 
military, political and ideological fields will enable us 
to smash the will for aggression of the U.S. imperial- 
ists and conquer true independence and peace. 

Over the past eleven years, these thoughts and feelings, 
this attitude and stand, this aspiration and ideal ha\x' 
given us extraordinary strength. In South Vietnam a 
great many intellectuals have fallen. Their blood and 
that of workers, peasants and people of other strata have 
enhanced our national prestige. Here in North Vietnam, 
the intellectuals have made all-out efforts to consolidate 
the North and support the South, and are now enthusias- 
tically taking part in the entire people's seething struggle 
against American oppression for national salvation. 

Let us all cultivate and develop these thoughts aiid 
feelings, this attitude and stand, this aspiration and ideal. 
We will discharge the glorious and sacred duties of the 
Vietnamese patriotic intellectuals of resisting U.S. aggres- 
sion to save our Fatherland. 






Over the past eleven yeai's, together with our entire 
people, the South Vietnamese intellectuals have been 
standing on the front-line of the Fatherland, enduring 
countless difficulties, sacrifices and hardships. They have 
accumulated many experiences and proved worthy of 
the title of revolutionary intellectuals of the heroic Viet- 
namese people. The names of professors Nguyen Thi 
Dieu and Nguyen Van Duong, journalist Duong Tu 
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Giaiig will remain for iner In everyone's lu-arl beside 
tliose of indomitable workers like Nguyen Van Troij 
Le Do, Tran Van Dang and others. 

Witliiu a sliort period, Avhile serving at ilie front or 
among the masses, the South Vietnamese in telle cinals 
have succeeded in building a revoUilionary cnltin-e wilii a 
democratic and pa trio tie content and a luuional eharaeler 
which has (mriched tlic people's moral life in I he illxTated 
zones J comforted or converted the minds and hearts of 
many in the areas still tinder enemy control. 

We feel great elation to learn that great acliievcments 
have been recorded on the educational plane in the 
liberated zones. There arc nearly 5.000 scliofds with 500.000 
pupils. lUiteracy has been eliminated in many regions. 
Pulalic health has rapidly expanded, cured a lorgc nuuiher 
of sick persons and widely popularized hygiene among 
the masses. A re\olationary literature and art has been 
built with such remarkable works as such '' Letters from 
South Vietnam'' and "Nguyen A'an Troi as he was ", and 
many films warmly appreciated througliout cnn' counlry 
and in the world. 

We are very happy to leaiii that our compatriots 
belonging to seventeen nationalities in the South already 
have their own scripts which they are using' to eradicate 
illiteracy, raise their cultural standard, propagate science 
and technique and gradually get rid of superstitious. What 
makes us more enthusiastic still is that, in the conditions 
of a hard struggle, all the ln*anches of science and tech- 
nology, education, medicine, literature and art in the 
liberated zones have actively IraiDed cadres, thus increas- 
inir the contino'ent of intellectuals in the liberated areas 
in particular, and in Vietnaiii in general. The sacrifices 
in fighting as well as all the above-mentioned aehievemeuts 
of the Sooth A'ietnamese intellecHiiils are grently 
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stimulatiog and encouraging us to rely mairdy on 
ourselves in overcoming difficulties and fulfilling our duties 
toward the Fatherland and the people. Let the Southern 
intellectuals, our brothers, find here the expression of our 
deepest affection and unshakable confidence. 

Intellectuals and students in the areas tcinporurilv 
occupied by the enemy in South Vietnam, 

Over the past eleven years and more, due to tlie U.S. 
imperialists' scheme of partitioning our country, we ha^-e 
been separated from one another. They are tryiu'^; to 
divide the South Vietnamese intellectuals. But they 
cazniot sever our hearts. In the gravest hours of our history, 
now just as in the past, when faced with the danger of 
foreign invasion the Vietnamese intellectuals put the 
destiny of the Fatberlaud above all and always remain 
united as a single bloc. We share the same national 
spirit, we are bound by the supreme interests of the na- 
tion and genuine patriotism although our political 
views and the way we think best to serve our countrv 
may differ due to oiu differing situations. 

Though living in difficult and complicated conditions, 
you have not yielded to the aggressors' and their hench- 
men's deceptions, briberies or threats. You have opposed 
thern by many means. The pupils and students have 
always constituted an important part of the shock brigade 
of the movement in urban areas, persistently strugghng 
against fascist dictatorship, pressganguig, U.S. enslu- 
vement and aggressive war, for peace, democracy, and 
a healthy life. Many of them left for the liberated zones 
to take part in the fighting a ad other activities there. 
Others joined the movement for independence, democra- 
cy, peace and neutrality and expressed sympathy with 
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and supporl i'oi- llic revolution. The people and intellec- 
tuals throughout the country warmly welcome their 
attitude and gestures. Al this hour decisive for the destiny 
of the nation, the Fatherland is calUng on us actively 
Lo participate in the struggle ol the entire people against 
U.S. aggression for national salvation. We firmly h eh eve 
that you will develop our people's tradition of indomita- 
Ijility, overcome all diiliculties and go farward to coii- 
tribute to the liberation of our beloved South \ietnam 
and the peaceful reunification of our country. I 

Vietnamese intellectuals and students abroad! ^^ 

Over the past twenty years and more our people hiive 
been fighting for their freedom and national indepen- 
dence, you iiave been living away from the Father- 
land. Though the news on our people's struggle have 
come to you, especially to those in capitalist countries, 
garbled and distorted, though the enemy have con- 
tinually and by all means trying to divide, bribe 
Of threaten you, with devotion you have preserved 
your patriotism and tm-ned your thought more and 
more toward the just cause of our people and siipported 
more and more actively the hard but surely victorious 
struggle against an extremely dangerous and cruel ene- 
myrNow, the Fatherland calls on the entire people 
to rise up everywhere, at home and abroad, whatever 
their positions, to make albout efforts to contribute to 
the sacred fight against U.S. aggression. We firmly 
beUeve that this appeal will cross the oceans and echo 
in the bottom of your hearts and that you will, thou- 
sands hke one, make a worthy^responsc to it. Together 
with stepping up your study and acquirement of ad- 
vanced sciences and technics to contribute to national 
construction in the future, you will take a more active 



part in political, cultural, literary and artistic activi- 
ties to lay bare the crimiual nature of the U.S. aggressors, 
and at the same time to support the just stand of our 
people. 

Our Fatherland will certainly be reunified, our com- 
patriots in both zones will live again under the same 
roof. We intellectuals are heartily joining in increasino' 
numbers the ranks of those who ai^e fighting and. will win. 

The historic task of resisting U.S. aggression and 
bringing our national revolutionary cause lo complete 
victory is a tremendous one. Wc pledge lo do^'otc our 
heart and soul to it, to accept any sacrifice, and be 
worthy of our epoch, the history and tlie glorious tra- 
dition of our great Party and lieroic people. 

Under the victorious banner of the Party, headed by 
i-*rosident Ho Chi Minh, let our intellectuals m.irch for- 
ward valiantly! 

Let the people and intellectuals all over the country 
be determined to defeat the U.S. aggressors! 

Let us be determined to build and defend the North, 
support the liberation struggle of the South and advance 
toward national reunifiaation! 

Let the intellectuals be determined to sicp up the 
lecluiica], cultural and ideological revolution! 

Long live the nulitant solidarity htUween tiie \'iet- 
namese people and intellectuals and the people and 
intellectuals all over the world! 

Long live a peaceful, unified, independent, demo- 
cratic, prosperous and strong Vietnam! 

Long live world peace! 

Long live the Vietnam Workers' Pari y ! 

Long live President Ho Clii Minh! 
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DECLARATION 

OF THE VIETNAMESE JNTELLECTUALS' 

CONFERENCE AGAINST U.S. AGGRESSION 

FOR NATIONAL SALVATION 



In the gruvc hours conlrontuig our Fatherland, wc, 
six hundred and fifty representatives of the Yielnyinesc 
intelligentsia from all walks of life, political parties, 
mass organizations, religions and nationalities, held 
the Vietnamese Intellectuals^ Conference Against U. S. 
Aggression For National Salvation in Hanoi, from the 
4th to the 6th of January 1966. The Conference took 
place in a slirrlng atmosphere created hy our people's 
victories in the North as well as in the South. 
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Over the past Lwenly years, the U.S. imperialists' 
mtervention has gradually but steadily developed into 
the present brutal armed agfression against our country. 
Their scheme is to perpetuate the partition of Vietnam 
and turn its southern part into a new-type colony and a 
militarv base. 



All or suffering setback after sclbatfk Uicy are now 
frenziedly intensifying their aggressive war in the South, 
carrying out a war o£ destruction in the North and plan- 
ning to extend hostilities over the whole of Indochina. 

All over Vietnam they have brought ruin and death, 
and are connnitting new monstrous crimes overs- da v. 

la the South, an expeditionary force of more than 
2O0,0UU Auuirican soldiers and mercenaries from U.S. 
satellile c.onnlries are trampling our soil underfoot, while 
togelher with tiie puppet army and administration, they 
arc savagely repressing our pco])le's patriotic mo\'emcnt. 
Tlie aggressors unremittingly raid villages and ham- 
lets, using all the means at their command including 
strategic B.52's, napalm and phosphorous bombs, toxic 
chemicals and war gases. They exterminate our coni- 
paij'iot;^ men and women, old people and children alike. 
Hundreds of thonsands of people, among them rnanv 
mtcHoctuals, have been jailed or massacred. 

In the North, pursuing the " escalation ", U.S. pira- 
iieal planes bomb our economic and cultural establish- 
mcnls. Day aud night they hit populated areas and 
spare neither pagodas and churches nor markets, schools 
and hospitals. 

Tbe U.S. imperialists use scientific and technical achievc- 
menls for extermination and aggression. Tliey ai"e 
using Vietnam as a testing ground for their barbai'ic 
weapons and war tactics, and with the blood of the Viet- 
namese people, they are experimenting a neo-colo- 
nialist war so that they con apply the same means 
of destruction against other })eoples later on. 

T]iose war crimes make the U.S. rulers' ''peace" and 
" negotiation '" offere and other pieces of hypocris)' all 
tJie more disgraceful, They only increase the indignation 
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of [he people in our couDtry and in the world. Wash*; 
ington's recent manoeuvres in " temporarily suspeiidi^ 
ing the bombing ol: North Vieliiam " and in sending^ 
emissaries to many capitals for a noisy campaign on 
its '" peace efforts " fooled nobody. 

it is crystal clear that American imperialism has 
trampled upon the 1954 Geneva Agreements on Viet- 
nam, international law and human conscience. It ha 
clearly sllo^Yn itself as the most warlike imperiallsl, thd^ 
most ferocious colonialist and the worst war criminal of 
the present time. 

We energetically condenni and denounce to world 
public opinion the U.S. imperialists' acts of agfi;' cession 
against our coimtry. W^e declare that, together witli all 
our compatriotSj we arc resolved to struggle by all means 
against om- sworn enemy, the enemy No. 1 of peace, 
national independence, civilization and progress. 

Upholding and developing their age-old tradition of 
heroism and indomitability, the entii'e Vietnamese 
peoj'le, as one man, united in the struggle against U.S. 
aggression for national salvation, are recording ever 
greater victories. 

In the South J the National Front for Liberation has 
closely united all strata of the population under its ban- 
ner in the struggle for independence, democracy, peace 
and neutrality, pending the reuiufication of the Father- 
land. The heroic South Vietnam Liberation army and 
people have dealt the U. S. aggressors and their lackeys 
thundering blows, striking terror into the hearts of the 
American and puppet troops. In the wide liberated areas 
a ne^v life is being built. In mc towns a poprdar stiuggle 
is mounting. Opposed by the people's war waged 
by our compatriots, the bigger the U.S. expeditionary 



force, the heavier its losses will be, nothing can help the 
U.S. imperiaUsts and their stooges turn the tide and 
escape from their desperate situation. 

In the North, under the leadership of the Vietnam 
Workers' Party and united in the Fatherland Front 
and around the government, the people enthusiastically 
combine heroic fighting with production work and 
continue building socialism. U.S. sabotage raids do 
not frighten them, they only stir up more hatred, and 
strengthen their determination to fight for the defence 
of sociahst North Vietnam, to support South Vietaam 
and advance towards national reunification. Nearly 
850 up-to-date U.S. jets have been downed by our 
heroic army and people. The prestige of the U.S. Air 
Force has been dealt a mortal blow. 

In the world, the Vietnamese people's just struggle 
]ias gained ever more sympathy and active support 
h-om the peoples in all countries. It is considered a 
great contribution to the national liberation movement 
in Asia, Africa and Latin America, to the defence of the 
socialist camp and the maintenance of peace in South- 
east Asia and the w^orld. By displays of strength and 
even by self-immolation the American people and intel- 
lectuals are intensifying their opposition to the U.S. 
aggressive war in Vietnam. The world front in support 
of the Vietnamese people against U.S. Imperialist aggres- 
sion for the defence of peace is expanding with every 
passing day. Never before has international solidarity 
been expressed in such a moving manner. Never before 
has U. S. imperialism been so severely condemned, 
strongly criticized and politically isolated as today. 

In this situation, if the U.S. imperialists foolishly 
intensify and extend the war, they will meet more shame- 
ful failure, become weaker, and dig their own graves. 



85 



The unly way out for the American administration 
is to solemnly declare its acceptauee of the April 8, 
1965 four-point stand of the Government of the 
Democratic Republic of VieLnam and the five- point 
declaration of the South Vietnam National F'ront 
for Liheralion on March 22, 1965. It must res- 
pect and strictly implement the 1954 Geneva Agree- 
ments on Vietnam, put an end to its aggressive war in 
South Vietnam and its war of destruction in the Dem- 
ocratic Repuhlic of Vietnam, withdraw all the troops 
and weapons of the United States and its satellites 
from South Vietnam and let the Vietnamese people 
settle their o^m affairs by themselves. 

Due to their aggressive and warlike nature, the U.S. 
imperialists persist in their stubborness and do not w^ant 
to withdraw from Vietnam. With their just cause, their 
correct political and military line, the invincible strength 
of their national unity, their heroic and seasoned people's 
armed forces, the warm sympathy and strong support 
of the socialist countries and the peace-loving people in 
the world, the Vietnamese people are fully able to de- 
feat the U.S. imperiahst aggressors in all circumstances. 

Throughout the several thousand years of their his- 
tory, the Vietnamese people, sm-e of their just cause, 
have many a time overcome tyranny, vanquit^hed a 
stronger enemy with a small force. Not Jong ago Uiey 
defeated the French colonialists backed by the Aiuer- 
icaas. Now in the resistance against U.S. aggresbion 
for national salvation, the Vietnamese army and people 
have much more experience, sJ^much hirger rear and many 
more friends. With their growing strength and a steady 
position, they have been able to record success after 
success and will certainly win complete victory. 



We, Vietnamese intellectuals, are filled with boundless 
pride and enthusiasm w^hen looking back to the glorious 
[lis tori cal epoch of twenty years and more the Viet- 
namese nation has lived under the haniaer of the van- 
guard party of the working class and of our respected 
and beloved leader, President Ho Chi Minh. 

Sons and daughters of a heroic people, and citizens of 
a country with a four-thousand year history, the intel- 
lectuals of former generations had nevertheless to live 
shameful days under foreigxi domination, as colonial 
slaves. Yet tbe true intellectuals always identified 
themselves with the people and actively took part 
in the struggle for national defence and construction. 
The August Revolution liberated the Vietnamese intel- 
lectuals, and together with them Vietnam's national 
culture. Tbe Pai'ty, the Government and President Ho 
Chi Minh have attached great importance to their educa- 
tion and led them along the road of truth and justice 
so that they may serve their people and Fatherland. 
Since then, the Vietnamese intellectuals of our genera- 
tion have been living in an atmosphere seething with 
revolutionary mettle and full of creative enthusiasm. 
They have been directly participating in great historic 
events. They have been tempered tlirough nine years 
of resistance against the French colonialists and eleven 
years against the American imperialists in the South. 
Tliey have taken part, together with the entire people, 
in the socialist construction of the North. And together 
with them they have written the most glorious pages 
of the national history. 

Looking back to the path we have traversed, an ar- 
duous and glorious one, the path of struggle against 
invaders and traitors, of transformation of society and 
natui'e, and of self -remoulding we are veiy happy to 
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see that today the Vietnamese intellectuals have grown 
in strength, working in all branches and all parts of 
the CO Lin try. They are worthy of being members of a 
revolutionary army marching forward under the batmer 
of the Party, an array born of the people, making sa- 
crifices and serving the people, enjoying their love and 
support. Today in the serious situation confronting our 
Fatherland, we, intellectuals, ai-e fully conscious of our 
sacred duly, great honom- and heavy responsibility, to 
fight together with all our people against the American 
imperialists for national salvation. 

■ Deeply gi-ateful to our Southern compatriots who 
sxe the first to cope with the Invaders and the last to 
enjoy peace, resolute in the fight to liberate the South 
and defend the North, we highly admire them and 
wholeheartedly support their struggle. We are all for 
the just stand of the South Vietnam National Front 
for Liberation. We feel very happy to see its growing 
prestige, and absolutely confident in the role it is playing 
for the liberation of our beloved South. As the sole 
authentic representative of the South Vietnamese people, 
the Front must have its part and a decisive say in any 
settlement of the South Vietnam issue. 

We unanimously sujipor!: the four-point stand of the 
Democratic RepubHc of Vietnam. It forms the only 
correct basis by wdiich to solve the Vietnam problem 
and is in line with the basic principles of the 1954 Geneva 
Agreements on Vietnam and their essential political and 
military clauses. It is coJisistent wnth the realities in 
Vietnam and the fundamental national riglits of the 
Vietnamese people. It also confcrms to the interests and 
honour of the American people, as well as to the inter- 
ests of the national liberation movement and world 
peace. We arc determined to use all our knowledge and 



abilities together with om* people to build and defend 
the North, liberate the South and advance towards the 
reunification of the Fatherland, We are resolved to 
carry out our struggle by the side of the entire people 
till final victory, though it should last five, ten or twenty 
yeju's or even longer. Whatever sacrifices and hard- 
ships we may have to endure, we resolutely stand in the 
ranks of the people, sharing weal and woe with them 
and, together with thenij fighting and defeating the 
enemy of the nation. 

As niilitaut fighters on the scientific and technical 
front as well as in the cultural, educational, literary and 
art fields, we are determined to speed up the technical, 
cultural and ideological revolution, develop national 
culture, and build modern science and technics. We 
are determined to redouble oui- efforts in the patriotic 
emulation niovemeat ii^ order to push ahead technical 
I'esearch and improvement, inventions and discoveries. 
creative Hteratm'e and art. We are determined to link 
our activities wdth the realities of lifcj combine theory 
with practice with a view to increasing our fighting 
capacities and productive forces quickly and practically, 
and raising our labour productivity efficiently. There- 
by wc shall serve the immediate tasks of national 
construction and fighting, while making preparations 
for a long-term construction and a protracted resistance 
war. We are ready to go anywhere and assvmie any task 
necessaj'v or useful for production, fighting or the peo- 
ple's living standards, as collecti^'e masters of the na- 
tional heritage with a high sense of responsibility, firm 
determination and creative enthusiasm. 

We will nurture our hatred for the enemy, enhance 
our patriotism and revolutionary mettle, cultivate 
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revolutionary heroism, maintain close contact withl 
workei^, peasants and soldiers to learn from themj 
and at the same time, develop their inexhaustible 
capacities. We will do our utmost to sludy and crea- 
tively apply the advanced experiences of other coun- 
tries, while patiently training ourselves as valiant and 
pro fessionn ally qualified militants. 

We warmly acclaim and sincerely thank the intel- 
lectuals and other strata of the people in the socialist 
countries, and the countries of Asia, Afnca, Latin Amer- 
ica, North America and everywhere else in the world 
for their solidarity with and support to the Vietnamese 
people. We earnestly call on all peoples, on the intellec- 
tuals, on all organizations and individuals who love 
peace and justice to enlarge stil! further the world-wide 
mass movement, to back by all ways and means the 
just struggle of the Vietnamese people against U.S. 
aggression and to support the fom'-point stand of the 
Goveniment of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam 
and the March 22, 1965 declaration of the South Viet- 
nam National Front for Liberation, This is also the best 
way to stop the American imperialists' aggression and 
sabotage of world peace. 

Standing shoulder to shoulder with the intellec- 
tuals and all people in the world who support us, 
we, together with the entire Vietnamese people, yjledge 
ourselves to fulfil our intei'national duties by resolutely 
checking the U.S. imperialist ag'gression and giving 
all-out support to any movement for national i indepen- 
dence, peace, democracy, and Social progress. 
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Dear Vietnamese intellectuals, 

The Vietnamese Intellectuals' Conference Against 
U.S. Aggression For National Salvation is highlighting 
your brilliant achievements which are active contri- 
butions to production, national construction and the 
resistance against U.S. imperialism. It earnestly calls 
on you to close your ranks, help one another, persistently 
enhance yoiu- conibativeness so that you may, in all 
circumstances and to the best of your abilities, make 
your contribution to the great cause of our nation, 
thereby proving yoiu-selves worthy of the heroic Viet- 
namese people. 

To side with the people in the fight agsinst the U.S. 
aggressors and their stooges, to devotedly serve the 
Fatherland, the people and their revolutionary cause, 
and to be in the forefront of the peoples and intellec- 
tuals of the world against the U.S. imperialist aggressors, 
that is the glorious road we have chosen, the ideal of 
the Vietnamese intellectuals, and the nreaning of their 
lives. 

Vietnamese intellectuals, 

Be resolute to serve production and fighting efficiently! 

lie resolute to speetl up the technical, cultural and 
ideological revolution! 

Be resolute lo form and develop the ranks of the 
socialist intelligentsia! 

Endeavour to study the teachings of Marx and Lenin, 
the lines and policies of the Vietnam Workers' Party, 
and continue to raise your cultural and professional 
level. Do your best in your professional sphere and in 
fighting to foster your revolutionary feebngs, consoli- 
date your pohtical standpoinL, perfect your virtues in 
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order to make worthy Gontribiitlous to the struggle foj 
national reunification; democracy and socialism. Tliig 
struggle will bring glory and happiness to the genera^ 
tioiis to coiiie, and help to defend the independencejj 
security and peace of all peoples, as M^ell as the civili'^ 
zalion uf mankind. 

We have been promising for a long time to struggle 
for this radiant ideal. We are boundlessly thankful to 
respected and beloved President Ho Chi Miuh, the Viet- 
nam Workers' Parly and the people, who unremittingly 
and affectionately help us. 

Today our ranks ai'e bigger and stronger than ever 
before. We are a revolutionary army unit, resolute to 
fight and to win, worthy of the epoch in which we live 
and the glorious traditions of our great Party and our 
heroic people. 

In response to tlio sacred call of the Fatherland, with 
au absolute confidence in the lines and policies of the 
Party, we are determined to close our ranks and march 
forward on the gi'eat front of our people and under the 
invincible banner of the Party. 

Long live peaceful, unified, independent, democratic _ 
prosperous and strong Vietnam! 
Long live world peace ! 
Long live the Vietnam Woj-kers' Party! 
Long live President Ho Chi Minh! 



LETTER TO PRESIDENT HO CHI MlNH 



Respected and beloved President, 

We are very happy to let you know that the 
Vietnamese Intellectuals Conference Against U. S. Ag- 
gression for National Salvation, so far the biggest con- 
vention of the Vietnamese intellectuals, has ended suc- 
cessfully. 

There were six hundred and fifty taking part, men 
and women of all ages, representing tens of thousands 
of intellectuals working in scientific, technical, cultural 
and art branches, and belonging to various political 
parties, mass organizations, religions, and nationalities. 
Many, native of the North and the South, have come 
home recently from abroad. 

Wo unanimously condemned the U.S. imperialists 
as extremely stubborn and bellicose aggressors, utterly 
ferocious war criminals, the sworn enemy of our people, 
and the enemy number one of the w^orid peoples. We 
exposed the U.S. aggressors' deceitful trick of "peace 
negotiations" and " peace offensive ". 

We unanimously endorsed and voiced full support 
for the unswerving stand of the Government of the 



r} 



93 



T 



Dcmooralie Republic oi' Yietnani and of the South 
Vietnam National Froni for Liberalioii on the setllemr'nt 
of the Vietnam issue. 

Wc are absolutely confident in the line of oppo.,ing 
U.S. aggression for national salvalion worlted out by 
the Vietnam Workers' Party and D.R..V. Government, 
njid pledge to unite closely with the enlir(> pc^O].>lr ir 
North and South Vietnam, to defeat the U.S. aggres- 
sors and their hcncliineu, the Vietnameso trail ors, to 
build and defend socialist North Viel nam Jihcrale South 
Vietnam and reunify the Fatherland. No a uU tor how 
long we have to fight, we are resojved, together with 
the entire people, to fight till final victory. Whatever 
sacrifices and hardships we have to endure, we ore 
determined to unite with the people, slnur- woal and 
woe with them, and contribute mth them fo dcfealing 
the U.S. aggressors. 

Respected and beloved President, 

Your solicitous advice and the heartening words of 
Prime Minister Pham Van Dong and General Vo Nguyen 
Giap addressed to the Conference were a great inspiration 
to us, They moved us, made us love our Fatherland a" 
the more and gave us boundless confidence in the gl 
rious Vietnam Workers' Party. 

W'^e are very proud of our heroic people, who ha\'e a 
time-honoured culture and noble virtues , of our flesh- 
and-blood South Vietnam, the big front-line of the Fail.er- 
land, and its matchless heroism; and of socialist North 
Vietnam, the vast rear of the revolution of the ^^ilo]e 
country, which has become steadier with every passing 
day. 

We are very proud of the patriotic tradition of liu; 
ti^ue Vietnamese inlellectuals, who are ahvfiys woriliy of 
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their people, loyal to I heir conipakiols iu the struggle 
to defeat the aggressors, defend their country, and bring 
about a life of plenty and happiness. 

We are very happy to live in this great period of our 
national history, a period of hard but valiant struggle 
With splendid victories. 

Wc are fully aware of the honour and responsibility 
of being the intellectuals of the heroic Vietnamese people. 

Respected and beloved President, 

To bxing the best of our contribution to the struggle 
against U.S. aggression for national salvation in response 
to your call and to be worthy of the education and 
leadership of the Party and yovir own, we pledge to 
further strengthen our solidarity, endeavour to learn 
Marxism- Leninism, continue foster) og our loyalty lo 
the Fatherland and the people, our indnstriousness, 
thriftincss, integrity, rectitude and devotion to public 
interests. 

We pledge to strive to become courageous fighters 
in the scientific, technical, cultural and art froni.s. We 
pledge our determination to: 

— serve production aud fighting with oin- best efforts; 

— promote the technical,, cultural and ideological 
revolution ; 

— step up the training of a contingent of socialist 
intellectuals. 

All the participants in the Conference wish }ou good 
health and a long life to lead the entire people so as to 
foil the aggressive policy of the U.S. inij^. erialists and 
build a peaceful, unified, independent, democratic, 
piosperous and slrcaig Vietnam, thus contributing to 
the defence of peace in Southeast Asia and the world. 



95 



I 



TELEGRAM TO LAWYER NGUYEN HUU THO 



Respected Clitilrmaii, 

We, six hundred and fifty rep-esentylives of Viet- 
namese intellectuals, natives of both the Nortli and the 
South of OLU' country, present at the Conference of Viet- 
namese Int ell ectuals Against U.S. Aggression For National 
Salvation held in Hanoi capital, convey our most affec- 
tionate greetings of militant sohdarity to you, to the 
Central Committee of the South Vietnam National 
Front for Liberation, to the liigh Command of the SoiUh 
Vietnam Liberation Armed Forces, and to all Southern 
figliters and compatriots. 

The Conference is held at a time \xhen great and succes- 
sive victories are won by our people in both tlie South 
and the North and after the jubilant celebration of the 
fifth founding anniversary of the National Front for 
Liberation by our entire p^ple and our friends in all 
continents. 

Over the past five years, under the clearsighled leader- 
ship of the National Front for Liberation, our heroic 



Soirlhern compatriots standing on the front-line of tlie 
Fatherland have won glorious victories, dealt thunder 
blows at the U.S. aggressors and the puppet troops, and 
recorded brilliant successes in every field. These successes 
have greatly rejoiced our people throughout the country 
and their friends in the world and frightened our enemy — ■ 
the U.S. imperialists. 

We are very proud of the splendid victories of the 
South Vietnamese peoj)ie and fighters. We bear deep 
gratitude to them for their sacrifices in the struggle 
to liberate the South, defend the North, advance 
towards the reunification of the country, thus also con- 
tributing to the safeguard of the independence of other 
countries and world peace. We warmly welcome the 
South Vietnamese intellectuals who are rallying in ever 
larger numbers under the invincible banner of the National 
Front foi' Liberation, resolved together with the entire 
people to defeat the U.S. aggressors. We, intellectuals 
in the North united in the Vietnam Fatherland Front, 
guided and educated by the Vietnam Workers' Party 
and President Ho Chi Minli, pledge to do our best to 
contribute to our people's fight against the U.S. aggres- 
sors for national salvation until complete victory. 

We are firmly confident that our fourteen miUion 
countrymen in the South and their scvcnieen million 
brotliers and sisters in the North, united closely and 
struggling persistently, will certainly succeed in defeating 
the U.S. imperialist aggressors, driving ihem out of our 
country, liberating the South, defending the North, 
achieving the reunification of tlie Fatherland and 
building a peaceful, unified, independeut, democratic, 
prosperous and strong* Vietnam. 

With an iron confidence, we wish our Southern com- 
patriots still greater successes. 
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LETTER TO LORD BERTRAND RUSSELL 



Esteemed Lord Bertrand Russe]!, 

The Vietnamese latellecfuals' Conference Against U.S. 
Aggression For National Salvation licld in^Hanoi on 
January 6,1966 mshes to send you its warmest greetings. 
We feel deeply moved to luvu- sucli an clderlx- and 
respected intellectual as you denounce the U.S. imperial- 
ists' policy of aggression and demand an end to the 
dirty war they are waging against our people. We warmly 
hail you for having repeatedly voiced youi Vigorous 
condemnation of the odious crimes perpetrated by the 
U.S.^ imperialists in Vietnam, for having warned public 
opmion and aroused public conscience in face of the 
wicked and machiavellian schemes and acts of the John- 
son Administration, which is, on the one hand, frenziedly 
steppmg up its war escalation and, on the other, uttering 
deceitful words about '* unconditiona] discussions " with 
the aim of fooling the people in the U.S.A. and in the 
world. We highly praise your high-principled action — 
the burning of your Labour |>arty card ~ to protest 
agamst the Wilson Government toeing the U.S. imperial- 
ists' aggressive policy in Vietnam. 

18 




VoiTr righteous and energcfic words a/Kl deeds have 
greatly encouraged us. Please accept the expression of 
our admiration and gratitude. 

As j^ou have justly stated, the worst enemv of peace 
1^ \J.b. imperialism which has no right whatsoever to 
-itervene m Vietnam. As .. victim of colonialist and 
".iperiahst wavs lor t^vcnlv years on end, we cherish peace 
more ardently than anyone else. But wlihoLU" real national 
-dep.,Klenee tJ^ere can he no real peace. W> have now 
'*>/ig^^ib to defend the sacied national rights we have 
ganied t^n^ugh forty centuries of national" construction 
and to bring our share to the world peoples' cause of 
aatimxal hberatmn and the safeguarding of world peace 
Unlnuuag the tradition of patriotism handed down by 
-u- arelathe.-s who ha^-e defeated the most ferocioii^ 
uu.m,e>. our entire people, united as one man. pledge 1o 
carry ,>u our just struggle to drive the U.S. imperialists 
*->iU. oi our country. Witli the warm support of more and 
-ore peaee-and justice-loving people [\ whom ^^ ^l^ 
-^ eminent representative, we are still more confident 
Ihat final victory will be ours. 

bro^^ mg among the people and intellectuals all over the 
vvorld, opposing U.S. aggression and backing our people's 
^/'l^^f^ particuJariy the movement^of American 

t T^ ''''''^- ^^'^ ^^^^'^ '^^ oan.icuon that 
"te lectua s all over the world will step up their struggle 
to demand that the U.S imperialists stop their war of 
aggression in Vietnam, strictly respect the 1954 Geneva 
Agieements on A;:etnam aud put an end to their misuse 
of scientihe achievements for war purpose, destroying 
nature, kdimg and oppressing as they are now doing in 
Vietnam and many other pl^^ees in the world. 
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We sincerely wish yoii good healtli and a long life 
Lo make further contribubons Lo the movement agamst 
the U.S. aggressive war in Vietnamj for the defence of 
peace, hun>an dignity, the rights of all peoples to iself- 
delerminalion and the moral and legal principles which 
mankind, at the cost of so much blood, has built into 
the foundations of civilizalioa and pjogress. 



LETTER TO THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE 

[NTELLECTUALS 



# 



Deal' brothers and sisters, 

We, intellectuals of all ages and all walks of life meeting 
in a conference in Hanoi capital in the first days of a 
spring of victories, send you our most affectionate greet- 
ings. 

Living either in the Noi-lh or in the South, in the 
liberated zones or in the areas still under the enemy's 
grip, we all have the same Fatherland and the same 
ancestors. For over ten years now we have always thought 
of vQu and our Southern compatriots. When we gather 
here to look to the path already traversed and to find 
the most effective means of contributing to our entire 
people's struggle against U.S. aggression for national 
salvation; it is our eager desire to exchange our views 
with you on the \-ital problems confronting our nation. 

Vietnam- is one, the Vietnamese people are one. The 
four-thousand-year history of our country is one of vic- 
torious struggle against foreign aggression. For nearly 
a century, generation after generation, our people 
valiai:ttly and persistently opposed the French colonial- 
ists' rule. We may be proud that after the Second 
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World Well', Vietnam was one of the first countries ^i^lH| 
the lA'orkl to shatter colonial I'eLlers, and win back her 
national independence ; that. A^icUiani with the resound- 
ing Dienbienphu victory, smashed the French colonial- 
ists' crack expeditionary force backed by the Ameri- 
can imperialists, thus playing an Iraporlant part in the 
overtln'ow of the colonial system, and the defence of 
world peace. 

Om' people would have already achieved the peaceful 
reunification of our Fatherland had the provisions of 
the 1954 Geneva Agreements been implemented, aad 
would have built an independent, free and happy life 
all over our comttry according to the sacred right to 
self-determination of ail peoples. 

But this was not the desire of the U.S. imperiaUsls. 
Trampling underfoot the said agreements, and disregard- 
ing international law, they ha-s^e interfered in our 
internal affairs with a view to protracting the partition | 
of Vietnam, turning the South into a new-type colony '' 
and a military base, and ultimately conquering the 
whole of oiu" country. The traitors they rigged up ha-s'e 
sabotaged the organization of the free general elections 
throughout our country which would have decided 
on its reunification ; they have drowned in blood and 
fjie our Southern compatriots' aspii-ations for indcjxvn- 
dence, democracy, peace and unity. At prnsenl, lo 
retrieve their failiue and get out of their quagmire in 
the South the U.S. imperialists have introduced nearly 
200,000 U.S. troops and many combat units from South 
Korea, Australia and New Zealand, overtly waged an 
aggressive war on half of ou^coantry, and massacred 
our compatriots with poison gases, toxic chemicals and 
many other savage means. At the same time, they have 
used their air force to ■' escalate " the war to the North, 



killing the civilian population, and destroying villages 
and even pagodas, churches, schools and hospitals. The 
fire of hatred bums in our hearts at the thought of so 
many crimes committed every day by the U.S. aggres- 
sors and their lackeys in both zones. 

While intensifying and extending their aggressive 
war the U.S. imperialists harp on their "goodwill for 
peace " and " unconditional discussions ". While speaking 
of " peace ", they are feverishly bringing large contin- 
gents of American and their satellite forces into South 
Vietnam, continuously attacking both zones niore 
fiercely, and plotting to extend the war to Laos and 
Cambodia. They clamour for " unconditional discussions " 
but have in fact laid down insoleat and absurd conditions 
aniounting, among other things, to turning South Viet- 
nam into a separate state, refusing to withdraw from 
there or to recognize the National Front for Liberation 
as the sole authentic representative of the South Viet- 
namese people. The very monstrous crimes perpetrated 
daily by the U.S. aggressors and their stooges in our 
country have utterly refuted the Johnson Administra- 
tion's hypocritical allegations. 

The Vietnamese people have a tradition of indomita- 
bility and experiences in the struggle against imperialism 
and colonialism. They ai'e determined never to lose 
Iieart before U.S. w^eapons and never to let themselves 
be fooled by U.S. deceitful schemes. 

Boiling with hatred for the invaders and traitors 
our people in both South and North are heroically dealing 
them thundering blows and resolved to defend indepen- 
dence and freedom with their arms in their hands. Carry- 
ing on production alongside fighting, the army and 
people here in the North have downed nearly 850 up- 
to-date U.S. planes. In the South, the National Front 
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for LiberaUon, only five years after its foimding; lias 
united all patriotic forces agaiiitst the American aggres- 
sors and their lackeys to achieve independence, demo- 
cracy, peace and neutrality in the South, pending 
the reunification of our Fatherland. At present, it has 
liherated over four-fifths of South Vietnam's territory 
with about ten million inhabitants. The Front is .shaping 
the destiny of the South. Under its glorious banner, the 
more the aimy and people fight the stronger they become 
and the greater their successes, The U. S. aggressors 
and the Saigon puppet administration are trying to 
conceal their increasing predicament. They even go the 
length of brazenly trumpetixig fictitious " victories ", 
though quite recently they were defeated at Vantuong, 
Chulai, Danang, Pleime, ladrang, Datcuoc, Baubang, 
Dautieng, Dongduong, and other places, and worse 
still, stunned by the repeated and extremely valiant 
attacks of the Liberation armed forces in the Saigon 
outskirssl, in the centre of Saigon-Cholon, even in the 
U.S. aggressors' lair. 

The Vietnamese people's struggle against the might- 
iest and wealthiest chieftain of the imperialist camp 
for national independence and freedom and for world 
peace, has roused international pubhc opinion. In the 
socialist couatries, in newly-independent countries and 
elsewhere there is an active upsurge to support our people 
and condemn the U.S. aggressive war in Vietnam. In 
the United States itself, thousands and thousands of 
people including scientists, writers, journalists, profes- 
sors, students, toiling people, social and political figures, 
and clergymen are straggling ever more energetically 
in multifarious ways to demand that the Johnson Admin- 
istration immediately end its " dirty " aggressive war 
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in South Vietnam, and its air raids against North Viet- 
nam, and let the A''ietnamese people settle their 0"\vn 
affairs by themselves. Ne\^er ha^'e the U.S. authorities 
been so ^^iulently upbraided. 

Dear brothers and sisters. 

Our Fatherland has never lived such glorious hours 
nor faced such hard tests as it: is doing now. The U.S. 
aggressors have trampled underfoot om national terri- 
tory in the South ; they daily sow ruin and mourning 
in the North, and madly prepare for new military adven- 
tures, jiutting the whole of our country in a state ol war. 

Having to deal with American, Australian, South 
fCorean and New Zealand soldiers, and endure the conse- 
quences of the traitorous Thieu-Ky clique's policy, you 
are better aware than any one else of the loss of national 
independence though the U.S. imperialists and their 
lackeys have heew striving to cover up their dark scheme 
with its sham facade. The Saigon rulers are endeavour- 
ing to pressgang youths into the army, cynically nias- 
sacring our compatriots, and applying ultra-fascist 
measures. They spoil our beautiful national cultiu-e 
and debase our morality. They only think of filling 
theu.' pockets, goods are getting scarce and prices rocketing. 
The various strata of the population are living in hamilia- 
tion and in a most suffocating atmosphere, unable, 
much as they wish it, to lead a peaceful life. 

Struggle against U.S. aggression for national salva- 
tion is the only way to bring independence and fieedom 
to our Southern compatriots and thus to our entire 
people, to secm'e for each Vietnamese a prosperous and 
dignified life. 

More than ever, we, intellectuals, are deeply awai-e that 
our own fate is closely linked with that of our Fatherland 
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and people. In response Lo llie Fatherland's sacred 
appeal, we, iti the North, have done our best to contri- 
bute to the resistance agains! the French coloniahsts 
and to the peaceful construction of socialism in this 
part of our country. At present, we pledg-e ourselves 
to devote heart and soul to the common cause of those 
now engap;ed both in production and in fighting against 
the U.S. aggressors. 

We affectionately turn to you. 

We are very happy to see that, though living under 
a bloodthirsty regime, the darkest in our history, the 
true intellectuals in the South always have their Father- 
land and people at heai-t, following the noble examples 
of Nguyen Dinh Chleu, Thu Khoa Huan, Phan Van Tri 
and many other patriotic scholars and intellectuals of 
South Vietnam — om' Iron Stronghold. We feel the 
greatest admiration for those intellectuals, whose repre- 
sentative is Lawyer Nguyen Huu The, the respected 
Chairman of the National Front for Liberation;, who, 
together with the people, are enduring all kinds of hard- 
ships, exposing themselves to countless dangers, and 
dedicating their lives and abihtiesto the cause of national 
liberation. We highly appreciate the exemplary behav- 
iour and the patriotism of those intellectuals, living 
in the enemy's iron grip, who do not let theniselves be 
coerced or corrupted but strive to find ways and means, 
often at the risk of their lives, to porticipale in the peo- 
ple's great struggle. 

Our people's struggle against U.S. aggression for nation- 
al salvation is shining wi;^i justice. United as one 
man, our Northern and Southern compatriots arc deter- 
mined to make every sacrifice for the Fatherland'b 
supreme interests. Our people possess a marvellous weapon 



with which they can defeat any imperialist aggres- 
sor — the people's patriotic w^ar. ^Moreover, they enjoy 
the wholehearted help of the socialist camp, the pro- 
found sympathy and strong support of many govern- 
ments and peace-loving peoples in the world, including 
the American people. As for the impei'lalists and the 
reactionary forces, headed by the U.S. imperialists, 
they are on the decline, suffering defeat after defeat 
in one country after another. The U. S. aggressors and 
their flunkeys in South Vietnam will resort to many 
M'icked tricks, and intensify the war, but they are doomed 
to shameful failure no matter how many troops and 
weapons they may introduce. In ouj* struggle for national 
salvation we have scored success after success and shall 
uliimalely win cotnplete victory. ^ ■'■"- ' 

Al present, our entire people, millions like one, young 
and old, men and women are forging ahead to kill 
the U.S. aggressors and defend our own national inde- 
jjcndence and human freedom. 

We believe that all true intellectuals temporarily 
living under the cruel domination of the U.S. aggressors 
and their lackeys, the Tlheu-Ky clique, will soon realize 
that the time has come to oppose the U. S. aggressors 
and save our country.They will then assume their respon- 
sibilll }• to our past full of heroic achievements and to the 
glorious futm'e of our nation, take part in tlie irresistible 
forward march nf his I: or v, distin^'uish riadit from wroncr 
and decide to follow the solo just path. They will serve 
in I lie people's ranks, and bring a most worthy contribu- 
tion lo ibc struggle against U.S. aggression for national 
salvation. That is the glorious path, in pursuit of a noble 
cause. With confidence in ^ou we send you our best 
wishes for unity and success. 
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LETTER TO THE VIETNAMESE 
INTELLECTUALS ABROAD 



Dear brothers and sisters, 

In Uiesc seething clays when we are meeting to discuss 
our tasks In our people's glorious fight against American 
aggressioii for national salvation, we all miss you. 

We have been following and highly appreciate your 
patriotic activities as well as your successes in study and 
work in the cultiu-al and scientific fields. We are moved 
and very happy to see that though living far from home, 
you always think of our beloved Fatherland and do 
your utmost to contribute to our people's struggle. 

Dear brothers and sisters, 

Whether at home or abroad, we all, Vietnam's sons 
and daughters, have the same feeling, the same asjiiration 
and the same concern for the destiny of our nation. 
We all burn with hatred on seeing American troops 
trample underfoot our cherished land, destroy our 
peaceable countryside and massacre our compatriots, 
our kith-and-kin both in the IMorth and the South. 
And we all are filled with pride at the news of 
brilliant snccesses of our army and people in the South 



and the do^raing of nearly eight liundiej and fifty 
American planes in the North. You all are well aware 
that at present our country is living through great days 
of ourhistOL'y, in the atmosphere of the Dicnhong National 
Congress and I lie Avigust Revolution. Men and women, 
old and young, who took part in the resistance against 
the French cclonialists, and those who ha\'e just reached 
manhood alike ask themselves the same question, "Mu-Stn't 
we makn sacrifices and fight to [he lasl- against the 
j!Vineri(;an aggressors"? Their answer is unanimous: 
"Whatever hardships we may endure and however long 
the patriotic war may last, five, ten, twenty or more 
years, we are determined to fight and break the aggres- 
sive will of the American Imperialists, to fight with the 
bearing and confidence of defenders of a just cause, to 
fight until complete victory. '- 

The American ioiperiolists have guns and airplanes 
in abundance, but the victors will certainly be our people. 
In the resistance war against the French colonial- 
is Is, we were unquestionably much weaker than we 
:\\'ii now in all fields. For nearly one" year now, despite 
ujcessant air and jia^-al attacks by the American impe- 
rialists on the North, our iron will remains unshakable. 
The landing of nearly two hundred thousand of their 
best troops in the South has not helped them avoid 
bitter defeats in all theatres of war. No weapons or 
tactics of whatever kind can save them from complete 
defeat. Swashbucklers as they are, the U.S. imperialists 
are not really strong i their forces are scattered all over 
tiie ^vorld, within and without their country they are 
meeting with ever-fiercer opposition; all their mainstays 
in South Vietnam — the puppet troops and adminis- 
tration — cu-e on the way to disintegration, and the 
contributions given by their allies and satellites are of 
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little consequence. They can in no wi\y vanqulsb a people 
like ours, valiant, resourceful and ready to endure all 
sacrifices and hardships for a long-term resistance. j 
Moreover, we are enjoying the wholehearted support 
of people all over the world. 

Wo are living crucial hours. Our determination to o|)- 
po.se Llic American imperialists springs from oar aspirutian 
for peace, happiness, nnd our attaehmonL to the acliiovc- 
ments of our revohrtion. Only by resolutely opposing 
the American imperialisls can our people's freedom and 
independence be secured. Let the intellectuals tlrroughout 
the country close their ranks and stand ready to shoulder 
any task: in the South, in whatever position and under 
whatever elroumstances they find themselves, let I hem 
do their utmost to contribute to the people's heroic fight 
amidst the fire of the war; in the North, let them Lake 
paft in production and prepare for fighting side l)y side 
with the workers, peasants and soldiers. 

In the North our people are fiercely coping with the 
American war of destruction w4iile continuing to speed 
up the building of a new Ufe. Diffierdties are indeed 
greater than before but our ardent patriotism and twenty 
years of revolutionary struggle in which we have relied 
mainly on our own strength have arn\ed the Vietnamese 
with a potent spirit. Just as factories and agricultmal 
State farms and cooperatives, schools and research 
institutes are carrying on I heir activities, so also do the 
cultural and art branches. We have celebrated not only 
the birth anniversai-y of Nguyen Du, but also of Lomono- 
sov, Dante and Horace... In the liberated area of the 
South, education, pubhc health services, literature, 
arts and science show healthy and \dgorous development. 

In the South as well as in the "^'orth there is an atmos-J 
phere of enthusiasur due to llie armed struggle but also 
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to tiie efforts being made to build culture ami science. 
The entire people confident in final victory, are making 
preparations so that after the restoration of peace, a new 
life may be built more rapidly with the strength of a 
reunified Vietnam. 

Never before have the Vietnamese intellectuals assumed 
such glorious tasks and looked forward to such encour- 
aging prospects as at present. 

Dear brothers and sisters, 

We feel very proud every time wo hear that you raise 
your voices for the just cause of the nation, show your 
patriotism, and do yom^ utmost to gain the world peoples' 
fi-iondsliip, and expose the enemy's distorted allegations. 

Our people's struggle covcis many fields of activities 
in which the Vietnamese in the homeland ajid abroad 
have the duty to participate. You have contributed in 
adequate ways to the fight against the American impe- 
rialists waged by the entire people. Now as the enemy 
devises more deceitful schemes, your endeavour to en- 
hghten public opinion is timely. 

Tlie Araerican imperialists are harping on their ''will 
lor peace " and their desire for " imconditional discus- 
sions ». You have shown to the world people that those 
allegations are intended to distort the truth: they speak 
of peace just to create fa^^ou^able conchtions for intro- 
ducing more troops into the South, for more attacks 
on the North and for the intensification and extension 
of their aggressive war. 

You have explained to oiu' foreign friends that our 
people who have experienced twenty five years of war, 
sincerely long for peace. But real peace is inseparable 
from genuine independence. All peace proposals will 
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prove deceitful if they do uoL giifirantee ihesacTed fun- 
damental rights of our people: independence, sover- 
eignty, unity and territorial integrity. 

Peace discussions can be really begun oidy ^vhen the 
American imperialists have renounced their design of 
aggression against our country. The southern part of 
our court Lry must be allowed to live in independence, 
dejiiocracy, peace and neuirality in hne wilh the jual 
prograiivne of tlie South Vietnam National Front 
for Liberation, the only aullien lie representative of the 
South Vietnamese people. North and South must be 
ultimately reunified, this is the common aspiration of 
the people of both parts of our country and also the maia 
content of the 1954 Geneva AgreemenLs on Vietnam. 

We warmly hail the contrlhiiL'ons you have made m 
the past years towards helping foreign public opinion 
realize inore clearly that our people's strug<^le against 
American aggression is just and bourd to win victory 



Dear brolhers and sisters, 

We may have philosophical and religious diffeieaces 
but we all are sons and daughters of one and the same 
Vietnam, we all love our Fatherland and earnestly desire 
national independence, reunificalion and the construc- 
tion of a fine society in which denrocracy and jiistice 
prevail. 

The American imperialists are invading our country, 
using all kinds of weapons to prevent the realization of 
our finest dreams, We love peace, but we arc nut afraid 
of war. The spirit and attitude of the Vietnamese coming 
back home from abroad in recent years either to 
participate in socialist constru^ion in the North or to 
fight in the South under the banner of the National 
Front for Liberation.- is evidence of our unity, and shows 



that the Vietnamese intellectuals hving in the homeland 
or abroad are ready, together wilh our entire people, 
to overcome all difficulties and hardships in order to 
vanquish the enemy and achieve complete independence 
and national reunification. 

Whether at home or abroad, let us with one mind 
enhance our patriotism, do olu' best to serve our Fatlier- 
land, and pool our efforts for the fight so that though 
thousands of miles away from one another, we may feel 
near to one anotiier. 

With the bearing of victors, of a iieroic people, let 
us promise to one another that we will spare no effort 
to raise Vietnam's prestige still higher in the world. 



:St-^y 

I 
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LETTER TO THE INTELLECTUALS 
IN THE WORLD 



Dear friends, 

Every day, from all parts oC the world we hear the 
echoes o{ a struggle parallel lo ours waged by the peoples 
in all countries against the U.S. aggressive war iu Viet- 
nam. These echoes are resounding deep in our hearts. 

Amid this concert the voice of scientists^ writers, 
lawyers, university professors, artists, students has risen 
with authority. 

Dear friends, your speeches, ai'ticlcs, meetings, teach-ins, 
collections, peace marches, constitute for our people and 
fighters one of the best stimuli and a great comfort. 
The approval and support given by those whose mission 
in all countries including the U.S.A. is to think over 
and assess the realities of the w'orld, confirm the 
justness of our cause and strengthen our confidence 
in the ineluctable victory of our people. 

Perhaps at no time in history has there been such a 
widespread reprobation as thaf now felt for the U.S. 
ruhng circles. That you men of sience and culture 
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of all nationalities and opinions, march in the van iri 
that universal conscience awakening gives rise to the 
greatest hopes of mankind. 

The Vietnamese people, in the North as well as in the 
South, and the Vietnamese intellectuals in particular, 
are profoundly grateful to you. 

l^y publicly approving our iiationnl struggle, you 
are declaring your confidence in man, and there 'by 
making it clear ihat no material and technical force 
wliatsoover can stamp out the will for independence 
and freedom of a people. For our part, w^e are deeply 
conscious ihat by defending our indepejidence, we are 
contributing our share to the safeguarding of the most 
precious human values for nil peoples. 

The i;.S. IntpiM'iahsts have bhuilly declared that 
tliey ha\t' lun^n using Vietnam as a testing ground for 
weapons and tacllcs which would enalile them lo subdue 
other peoples in other places and in other times. From 
the failure or success of their Vietnam adventure may 
result either a lasting peace in Indoehhia and Southeast 
Asia, or a series of chain conflicts the outcome of which 
are unpredictable. 

You know that the American commanders are, in 
the war in Vietnam, using most murderous weapoiis 
agamst the ei\H!an peoples iiicJuding tliose banned bv 
mternatlonal hiw : R. 52 bombers, napalm, pbosphorous 
bombs aud bullets, toxic gas and ci up-killing chemical 
products... In uuuu* localities, after massacring the people 
by mdisrrimiuate bombings and intensive artillery fire, 
the U.S. troops have also sought to asphyxiate with 
toxic gas all those hiding in underground shelters, 

This is a ruthless, merciless war of extermination. 
Bitler did the same but with less ''modern" means. 
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Reports have come to us from the United States 
til at while hitensifying the war, the Washington warmon- 
gers are suppressing more and mor^^ violently the American 
citizens' democratic liberties, BeliLind the Vietnam war 
looms the shadow of McCarthyism, twin brother of fascism. 
And as before, the fascists take drastic actions against 
llie mtellectuals whom they call '' egg-heads ''■ and charge 
with the worst perversions. Addressing President Johnsou 
American writer Arthur Miller lias said : '' When the guns 
boom, arts die. " 

We know how much it cost humanity when fascism 
was allowed to install itself in Germany ; if unfortunately 
it were installed in the United States and laid hands 
upon the consideral^le resources of this country, the 
consequenees would be incalculable. 

Expressing at our conference the sentimenls of the 
progressive American intellectnals, Professor Staughton^ 
Lynd of Yale University, recalled the tragic error o' 
llie German inlchectuals who had rch-ained from struggling 
against incipient llitlerism. He then asserted the wil 
of his colleagues to struggle resolutely against the Viet 
nam war and the advent of fascism in America — tw^ 
closely linked processes. 

We are confident in our progressive American colleagues 
Al'ow us to express the wish that the intellectuals all 
over the world, from the Unil(>d States to Vietnam, 
passing through xAsia, Europe, Africa, Oceania, the two 
Americas, join their efforts to put an end to the 
U.S. aggression in Vietnam. The common front of the 
peoples against this aggression is broadening day after 
day, and the scientists, artists, professors, writers, lawyers,.. 
can contribute most efficaciou^ to promoting it with 
all the weight given to their actions by their scientific; 
literary and moral authority. 
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Be assured that on our part, we shall deploy all our 
efforts to deserve the confidence and support >ou are 
giving us. 

Our people have a several thousand years history. 
They have struggled for centuries to defend their indepen- 
dence and liberty. Never will they accept foreign 
tutelage. Eighty years under the colonial regime and 
eleven years under U S. domination in the southern part 
of our country hai'e taught the Vietnamese intellectuals 
that there can be a future for science and culture only 
in independence and liberty. We have realized this truth 
all the more clearly as for eleven years now, in the entirely 
liberated northern half of our country, we have ])een 
able rapidly to lay the initial foundations of a national 
culture with a most promising future. 

No weapons, no threats can make us sin-ink. Our 
people will fight till complete victory for the complete 
realization of their fundamental national rights — indc- 
jjendence, sovereignty, unity and territorial integrily — 
clearly stipulated in the 1954 Geneva Agreements, 

Our people who have been compelled to take up 
arms for the past twenty-five years, are the first to 
desire peace, but a real peace is inseparable from the respect 
for genuine national independence 

It is sheer hypocrisy to speak all the time of peace, 
to send " peace emissaries " to all capitals while stepping 
up acts of war and arrogating to oneself the right to 
dispatch hundreds of thousands of troops to invade 
a country on the other end of the globe, ruling that 
South Vietnam must accept a government at the U.S. 
beck and call and remain for over severed from the 
northern part of the country. It is utter hypocrisy to 
declare to everyone that one is ready to negotiate while 
refusing to deal with the main interlocutor, the South 
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Vietnam National Front lor Liberation, I lie sole autlientic 
representative of the Soutli Vietnamese peo^jJe. 

It is cynical blackmail to claim that the temporary 
suspension of bombing of Nortli Vietnam gives the | 
United States the right to force the Vietnamese people I 
and the Government of the Deniocralic Repuljiic of 
Vietnam to accept the Ameiican terms. 

No, we will never accept this " pax Americana ". 
Never shall we tolerate this brutal interference in the 
affairs of onr country. 

With the active support of the peoples of the world, 
our people in the Norlh as well an in the South have victo- 
riously fought hack U.S. aggression : the trial will be a long 
and hard one, but we are sure to win. In us this firm will 
for indspendence is associatad witli the broadest inter- 
nationalism. Vietnamese intellectuals are partio\ilarly 
anxious to entertain the mosl: varied exc]iaai>'e3 with 
their colleagues in all countries including I he U.S.A. 
and to integrate in their national culture all tlnU is 
best in the cultm'e of other countries. 

It is our profound conviction that aui' joint action 
today for peace in Vietnam may open the best 
prospects for the friendly and close cultural relations 
between our countries. 

We also assure you thai in North Vietnam as well 
as in the liberated areas of South Vietnam, in spile of bom- 
bings and raids, Vietnamese intellectuals, with tlie help 
of the entire people, are uninterruptedly making e^-ery' 
cultural effoi't at the cost of thousands of sacrifices. 
Schools, laboratoi'ies, hos pit als,.,jl continue to function, 
because our people know that to continue maintaining 
the torch of science and art also means a victory over 



the enemy. The material and moral assistance which 
intellectuals round the woild are giving to Vietnam 
greatly contributes to this effort. 

Intellectuals of all countries, 

Protest more energetically against the U.S. aggression 
in Vietnam, against U.S. crimes in Vietnam ! 

Demand an unconditional cessation of the bombings 
on North Vietnam ! 

Demand the withdrawal of U.S. troops from South 
Vietnam ! 

Demand that the U.S. Government respect the fund- 
amental national rights of the Vietnamese people and 
respect the 1954 Geneva Agreements on Vietnam ! 

Long live the independence of all peoples I 

Long live peace ! 

Long live the frieudsbip among the nations ! 

Long live the fraternal cooperation among all men 
of science and culture in all countries ! 
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LETTER TO THE INTELLECTUALS 
OF THE UNITED STATES 



Dear friends, 

More than ten thousand miles separate us, yet today i 
our common concerns have brought us tog'ether. Every 
action of the American people in fa^-our of peace and 
democracy has profound repercussions in Vietnam, 
and you assm'ediy cannot fail to feel that the events 
here exert a broad influence on the course of things 
in the United States. 

It has been our constant hope, now that relations 
between nations become closer day by day, that our 
two countries come to know each other through their 
men of science and culture. Nevertheless, history, or 
more exactly the ambitions of big business, has decided 
otherwise. Our people are making contact with jVinerica 
through an expeditionary foice which is drowning our 
country in blood and fire, and through bombers which 
raze our tomis and villages, ^ 

However, as when wo fought against the French colo- 
aialists, we are able to judge with all lucidity and 
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distinguish the beUicose imperialists from the people of 
America, the heirs to a long-standing tradition of liberty 
and democracy. 

We have been following with emotion the development 
of the courageous cam|jaign which has gradually and 
ceaselessly grown up and exhorted so many American 
intellectuals and students to stand up and oppose the 
war policy of the White House. The sublime sacrifices of 
Helga Herz, Norman Morrison, Roger Laporte, Celene 
Jankowski and many othci's. like the courageous attitude 
of the youixg- nicu who have burnt their draft cards, 
the demonstrations of students and the peace marches 
have moved us profoundly. 

We fraternally hail all the Americans who in increasirig 
numbers disapprove this war imposed by their government 
on the Vietnamese people. 

We know how much courage and perseverance it 
takes the Americans of good will to overcome all obsta- 
cles created by the propaganda and actions of their gov- 
ernment in order to carry out this splendid campaign 
for peace in Vietnam. We recognize in them the genuine 
sons and daughters of the America which we have always 
admired : the America of Washington, Jefferson, Lincoln, 
Du Bois, the America of Oppenlieimer, Linus Pauling, 
the America of Whitman, Dreiser, Hemingway, Faulkner... 
Wo know that while struggling for an end to the war 
in Vietnam, the American people are also defending 
the heritage of freedom and democracy in the United 
States itself. 

You certainly know that the Vietnamese people, 
through many thousand years of history, have never 
ceased to fight against foreign aggression, for indepen- 
dence and freedom. You who keep alive the memory 
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of ihe American Revolution^ are in a position fully to 
understand the determination and leveling s which are 
animating us. 

We love our Fatherland as profoundly as you do yours. 
Wo have liberated it from Fi'ench colonialism, we will 
fight to the end to liberate it from any other foreign 
aggression. Our people and armed forces have always 
valiaatly and gloriously fulfilled their patriotic task, 
and nobody can impose on us any form of tutelage, lei 
alone ensl avement . 

You must be grieved at seeing that the most splendid 
gains of science and tecdmique are being used for the pur- 
pose of extermination, all the more so as American yoixths 
sent to Vietnam for an unjust cause are being killed in 
increasing numbers. You certainly know that in our 
era all colonial wars are doomed to failure, axad the 
deeper the commitment of the United States the bit- 
terer the defeat and the greater the dishonour it will 
suffer. 

President Johnson affirms everywhere that he wants 
nothing but peace, yet since April 7, 1965 when he made 
his *' peace proposals ", the most murderous bombings, 
even by B-52s, against the North and the South of our 
country, the landings of troops on our coasts and 
raiding operations against our villages have multiplied, 
and American troops have used more toxic gas and 
chemical poisons than ever before. 

How can one reconcile this so-called will for peace 
with the oft-repeated assertion by the iimerican 
ruling circles that they will ne^er withdi'aw American 
troops from South Vietnam ? They tell you that the 
United States cannot withdraw its troops from South 



Vietnam without dishonour, but does the honour of a 
nation consist in sending troops all over the world, 
to Vietnam or to Santo Domingo, in an effort to 
stamp out the people's freedom ? 

They assure you that the United States is bound by 
its commitments towards the Saigon " ad minis tration.s "- 
but you are well aware that this is sheer deception. No 
honest iVmerican would declare he is ready to die for 
the sake of a Nguyen Cao Ky. In truth, the White Hou- 
se is paying and installing in Saigon its puppets, betray- 
ers of their Fatherland, who then call for help to 
enable their patx'ons to Intervene, 

There is on the other hand, a really solemn commit- 
ment made b.y the American Government on July 20, 
1954 at the Geneva Conference, when the delegate of 
the United States Bedell Smith declared that his govern- 
ment ^vould refrain from the use or threat of force to 
hinder the implementation of the signed agreements. 

What are the contents of the agreements sigjied in 
Geneva in 1954 ? 

They explicitly stipulate the recognition of the funda- 
mental national rights of our people : independence, 
.sovereignty, unity and territorial integrity. They pro- 
hibit, the introduction of all foreign military personnel 
and armaments into both zones of Vijtnam, the set- 
ting up of foreign military bases in these zones and their 
adherence to any military bloc, prolubit all foreign inter- 
ference in the Vietnamese affairs and provide, for gei^eral 
elections to reunify the country in 1956. All these provi- 
sions have been violated by the U.S. Government which 
nonetheless still declares itself desirous to see the Geneva 
Agreements implemented. 
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It seems that the Johnson Admiiiistratiou has made 
il a rule to do tlie opposite of what it says. It speaks of 
peace while stepping up war. It sends its emissaries through- 
out the world with its " peace proposals " while iu South 
Vietnam U.S. troops are making large-scale use of poi- 
son gas and razing to the ground whole villages, while 
U.S. aircraft are daily violating the airspace of North 
Vietnam and preparing for intensified bombings, and 
while feverish preparations are being made for further 
troop dispatch to South Vietnam. It proposed " nego- 
tiations " while refusing to talk with its main interlo- 
cutor — the South Vietnam National Front for Liber- 
ation — the scle authentic representative of ihe South 
Vietnamese people, the organizer of the struggle for 
national independence. The N.F.L.'s programme of 
independence, democracy, peace, neutrality and ultimate 
peaceful reunification of the country has put in a con- 
crete form the most profound aspirations of our entire 
people. 

Any sensible person holds that Vietnam's affairs must 
be settled by the Vietnamese people themselves. But 
the White House wants to install its lackeys in Saigon, 
arrogates to itself the right to send troops to a place 
over ten thousand kilometres from the United States 
to invade a foreign country, invents the fiction of a 
South Vietnamese state which must be for ever sepa- 
rated from the North, and calls the Vietnamese who 
fight for their liberation " aggressors **, The U.S. Gov- 
ernment, which is carrying out the most atrocious war 
of aggression, muffles itself up in the "peace" cloak in 
an attempt to soothe the peopIe|! wTath, jM 

The Vietnamese people love peace all the more as 
for twenty years now their country has been ravaged by 
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wa]', anci for ele^'en years now tlie norlhcrn part of ^ iet- 
nam has ijcen waging a relentless and victorious fight 
against backwardness and poverty and building a society 
with a splendid future ahead. It is precisely because 
we cherish peace that we will not accept a faked peace 
which would imply the sacrifice of the most fundamen- 
tal abpiration.s of our people. Peace and respect for our 
people's national rights are closely linked with each 
olhej". A peace that ensures respect for Vietnam's national 
independence is also the most honourable peace for 
the United States. 

We earnestly and loudly assert that it is you, Ame- 
rican students and intellectuals, who, together with 
other strata of your people, are standing up against the 
war polic)' of Johnson, McNamara and their ilk, who 
are defending the name of the United States, and iwt 
those who rain napahu on our cities and villages and 
spread toxic products on our crops and countryside. 

While we are writing this, our children are being burned 
by U.S. napalm, asphyxiated by U.S. gas, and thou- 
sands of Amei'ican youths are falling on the Vietnamese 
battlefield without knowing for whom or for what they 
die. 

Across the ocean which separates us, may llie hands 
uikI hearts of llic people of gfiodwdll ol: our I wo countries 
meel jigaiii to stop ibis wiw of aggression imposed by 
the U.S. Government on our people! 

^Ve are convinced that our commoo efforts will tie 
up the hands of tho^^se who live on war, who dream 
of enslaving our people to satisfy their ambitions. We 
have the firm conviction that once peace is ^von our 
common action will enable us to establish really friendly 
relations between our iwo peojiles. 
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American Iriend!^- raise your voice more powerfully 
and multiply your actions! 

Demand the withdrawal of U.S. troops from South 
Vietnam ! 

Demand a halt ro U.S. crimes in South Vietuain! 

Demand an cud to the bombing of Norlli Yiernam ! 

Demand tluU the U.S. Government respect the fun- 
damental national rights of the Vietnamese people! 

Together with the entire Vietnamese people, the Viet- 
namese intelleotuab express aloud their sincere friend- 
ship and gratitude to you all. 
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